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To my Worthy and much 
Efteemed Friend Mr. ].T. 


SI R, 


HEN it had pleas'd Al- 
mighty God to take from 
you, on the 16th. of Fa- 
nuary laſt, your much 

 lov'd and very pious Confort, by that cruel 

Diſeaſe which has lately coſt ſeveral Nati- 
ons ſo many Tears, for the Loſs of another 

' IPerſon, the Glory of her Sex - And when I 

perceiv'd you greatly diſtreſt with the 
weighty Afition, I bethovght my ſelf of 

{what the wiſe Man ſays, That 4 Friend is 

born for Adverſity. And ſince I have been 

often comforted by your Kindneſs to me, | 
thought my ſelf oblig'd to try if I could 
contribute any thing towards yonr Suppor 
and Comfort 1n this Adverſity of yours, 

| While others then expreſs their accepta- 

. Ible Kindneſs by condoling your Loſs, but 

do therein, perhaps, but cheriſh and increaſe 

your Grief, I ſhall endeavour, what in me 

Mes, to allay it. And this a very wiſe Man 
$14.) has taught me, is the beft and moſt 


eful Office in ſach a caſe, by theſctinge- 
| A 2 nious 


4 Conſolations to & Friend. 
niovs Expreſſions concerning this Matter. 
When Men ſee their Neighbour's Houſe 
on Fire ( ſays he.) every. one contributes 
what he. can to quench-it : But when they 
ſee the Mind inflam'd with furious Pafſion, 
they bring Fuel to nourith and increaſe the 
Flame. When a Man's Eye is in painyhe is 
not ſuffered to touch it, tho the Inflamma- 
tion provoke him to it ; nor will they that 
are near him meddle with it : But he who is 
gallPd with Grief, fits and expoſes his Di- 
ſtemper to every ane; and ſo that which 
at firſt ſeem'd but a flight Itching, or a tr 
vial Smart, by much fretting and provoking, ff : 
becomes a great, and almoſt incurable Diſ-J +: 
eaſe. As he ſaid to his wiſe and vertuous| © 
Wife, to whom theſe things weredireted, | 
that he knew very well ſhe would arm her | 
ſelf againſt theſe Inconveniences ; ſo Lcan}; 
hope the ſame of you, and am thereby en-f 4 
courag'd to contribute what I am able to-f 
wards your Aſſiſtance to do ſo. 
4 
-< 
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And | muſt confeſs, that I found it necel. 
ſary to my ſelf, by ſuch Meditations as theſs} 
that follow, to relieve my own droaping} 
Mind, deeply afflited with the ineſtimablej+ 
Loſs which our unhappy Nation has latel 
ſuſtain'd, of two glorious publick Perſons;f 
For-the Sake of whoſe Piety, and Virtual 
and Zeal for the Church, and the Glory. 
God ; and by the means of whaſe Wi 

nod Authority we poged to _ good 


- 
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ſhappy Days. But of theſe Perſons our 
\ World was not worthy, and God has taken 
'them to himfelf, And fince I-muſt be ſeg- 
-fable of this Loſs, and the Occaſion of your 
excellent Conforts Death has drawn me in 
:to ſpeak my Senſe of it too, I think it molt 
proper, whale ſo many endeavour to flatter 
and feed the publick Grief and mine; todo 
.what I can to moderate and allay itz this 
"Part to be ſure T find moſt Eaſe in, and per- * 
-haps fo may ſome others tao, amongſt whom 
ng Teſpecially hope Sir that you may be one. 
bt May it pleaſe God long to preſerve and 
>| [proſper the Light which is yet left us, 
-J that our Hopes may yet live too, and that 
Sy 'we be not brooght into utter Darkneſs. 
!, j . And when Ape ſhall have tranſlated him late 
rf toHeaven,may theRoyal Family then afford, 
ny and never want, a worthy Succeſlor to fill 
the Throne of theſe Kingdoms ; A Perſon 
good as Guardian Angels, and forgiving ; 
Joſt, to afford the Subject all their due rights; 
'Zealous to maintain: and defend the beſt 
*Church, and in the Praftice of the beſt Re- 
=ligion in the World ; That fo Peace and 


g 
el Truth may yet find an Eſtabliſhment a- 
fi imong us, and may continue and flouriſh 


3 here ſo long as the Sun and the Moonendure. 
WThis Wiſh 1-know Sir is very grateful and 
aicable to you, as It is to all good Engliſh- 
hen, and good Chriſtians among us. 
4 | A 3 That 
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That it may pleaſe God thus to bleſs us, I 
further wiſh that we may all be juſt and duly 
obedient to the good Government which is 
now over us; and. that none may treache- 
rouſly endeavour to take Advantage of the 
Goodneſs to undermine the Power of it: 
And that we may all very ſeriouſly praCtice 
our: holy Religion, according to the wiſe 
and pious Eſtabliſhment of it among us. 
For it is certainly to be expected, that if we 
deſpiſe theſe Bleſſings, and do not make this 
uſe of them, God will deprive us of them 
again ; And then will far more terrible and 
fatal Woes and Miſeries befall us, than 
thoſe which puniſh'd thoſe Sins in the time 
of our Fathers; which God of his Infinite 
Mercy forbid for the Sake of Jeſus Chriſt, 
and letall the People ſay, Amen. 


That Sect of Philoſophers 

The Paſſions among the Heathen, who re- 

allowable. quir'd a total Extinftion of 

all the Paſſions in Men, as a 

point of Wiſdom,and a means of Happineſs, 

were ſtiffly oppos'd i in this by others of their 

own time; and bave been generally condem- 

ned in all Ages lince, and, I doubt not, very 

juſtly. 

Among Created Beings, at leaſt, there 

is not one to which ſome things are not in }| | 
their own N ature Good and Agreable, by 

; ot 


? 
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others Adverſe and Evil, That is good to 
y | all which is preſervative of their Nature, 
IS | and that is Evil which tends to deſtroy ir. 
- | And as all things, in this lower World eſ- 
e | pecially, are liable to change and alter, ſo 
:: | thereare other things by which that Alter- 
e || ation may be effefted. And 'tis the Glory 
& | of the divine Wiſdom and Power, to pre- 
S. | ſerve and maintain this mutable World, 

© | notwithſtanding that it is an Aggregate, and 
Sy Colleftion of things which are mutable, 
nj and that dwell among other things which 
dj are capable of being the Cauſes of their 
nj Mutation. 
[- 
e 


This being the general State of things in 
e | this World, Mankind are notexempted from 
» | it while they abide here. But ſince we are 
capable to underſtand what is Good and 
what is Evil; what is ſerviceable to cheriſh, 
S | -proteCt and preſerve our Being, and what 
-| tends to deſtroy it ; and all underſtanding 
ff Beings are naturally poſſeſt with a Deſire to 
aj preſerve themſelves: It cannot be but we 
, | muſt proportionably hate that which is 
ry Evil and Adverſe, and love that which is 
- | favourable and good. And then it muſt be 
y |  reckon'd natural to us to delire what we 
apprehend to be Good,if we do not at pre- 
fent enjoy it ; to hope for it if there be 
+ Probabilities that we may attain It : 
ad to rejoyce and pleas'd when we do 
; A 4 attain 
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attain it. - Awdon the contrary, it. muft be 
xatnrat toius t6 be averſe. ro'whatever we 

prehend is Evit: To- fear it: while it 
threatens arid is likely to come upon us: 
To be prieved andtroubled when itbefals us, 
and when ' we cannot get rid of ir. Our 
Paſſions, then, are certainly as natural tous 
235 aty 'of our Faculties, and do neceffarily 
follow our Underſtanding and Will, and 
our Knowledge of Good and Evil: And 
as that were certainly a fick Stomach,which 
ſhould feel no Hunger or craving when'it 
wereertipty .of Food ; and that a nomm'd 
and difeaſed Member, which would feet no 
Pain wheh it were burnt or wounded ; ſo 
i were a Stupidity, and a Dilſcafe of the 
Mind, a State preternatoral to it, not to 
have a faitable Reſentment of the Good or 
Evil that befalls us. It ſpeaks Ipnoranec 
and Folly for a Man to ſeffer things con- 
trary to his Intereſts without any Trouble 
or Concern for them ; and it is certainly 
no Happineſs to enjoy things in their own 
Nature good and agreeable to us, without 
conceiving ſome Joy, and taking ſome De- 
tight therein.} 

And if the Paſſions are- Natural to us, 
they are neichfr evil in themſelves nor ſu- 
perfinous; as we muſt needs allow, who 
know that we haveggerived our Nature 
from an Author who itely Wiſe and 
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Good. Ifthey are natural to vs, th 

fot inconfiftent wich Virtne, or el 
muſt believe that our Nature is ncopudlles of | 
Virtue. And, then. too, Virtue does not 
conſiſt in the rooting them out, but only in 
the Government of them. Virtue muſt 
choſe the Objects which they regard, and 
align rhe due Meaſures of ating about 
them. Fortitude muſt hinder us from fears. 
ing where there is no juſt Occaſion to.fear : 
k ſoppreſſes an anxious diſtrafting Feat 
when an Evil is imminent ; which are Ex- 
ceſſes of this Paſſion ; but i does not for- 
bid a Cautious and careful Fear, of an evi- 
dent Evil which is likely to fall upon ns ; 
ſuch as will' put us upon an Endeavour * 
make the beſt Defence againſt it that we 
can. And Patience does not forbid all 
Senſe of the Evils that befal vs ; but it for- 
bids a froward or a dejected Senſe of them 
an exceſſive Anger, or exceſlive Sorrow for 
them ; according to what the Divine Wiſ- 
dom dire&s in the Caſe : My Son, deſpiſe 
not thou the Chaſtening of the Lord, nor faint 
when thou art etal of him, The Wiſdom 
of Vertue muft direct us to love none but 
tre Goods, and to hate none but real Evils ; 
and to proportion rightly-our Love and 
Hatred to the Merits of the Objet, ſo asto 
ralue moſt the beſt Goods, and chiefly to 


read the ntoſt grievous Evils. as,” - 
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ther, it is moſt certain, that Virtnein ma» 
ny Caſes does require the Exerciſe of our 
Paſſions. Does not the Love of onr Coun- 
try require us, to wiſh it Proſperity and 
Welfare, and to grieve for any great Ca- 
lamity that befals ic > Were it not the Sa- 
vageneſs of. a Wild Beaſt, to love no one 
but our ſelves ? And if we love any others, 
we mult be proportionably ſenſible of their 
Intereſts or Harms. Does not Mercy and 
Goodneſs require, that we feel Compaſſion 
and Pity for thoſe who are in Miſery, and 
that we have fome' Sympathy with their 
Grief? All manner of Virtue does require, 
that we be angry at the contrary Vices,and 
eſpecially with our ſelves when we are-guil- 
ty of them. Our Virtues are often exerci- 
ſed in the Exerciſe of our Paſſions, and can- 
not ſubſiſt or be without them. 

And if our Paſlions are Natural to us, 
then the utter ExtinCtion of them , if thisf} de 
could be, would deſtroy ſomewhat in us offf al 
our Nature ; but what does in any Meaſureſj th 
deſtroy our Nature, that isevil, and then 
this cannot be reckon'd to make us happy. 
To deſtroy theſe utterly,were todeprive our 
ſelves of the Capacity to take. Delight and 
Pleaſure in any good things:that: we ſhould 
enjoy; and with the Stoical Indolence, we 
could have at the beſt but the Happineſs of I 
a Poſt or a Stone ; not the Happineſs of a $3 
Rational 
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-| Rational Creature, not that of a Man. 
r} Andif there were really no Happineſs in de- 
-| ſtroying theſe, then certainly it is not any 
d} Point of Wiſdom to endeavour and labour 
» after it. 

| | Chriſtian Religion, which is a Body of 
ef the wiſeſt Precepts; and contains the moſt 
| perfet Rules of Virtue, and is the ſureſt 
rj Guide to Happineſs, does allow the Being 
dj and Exerciſe of our Paſſions. It gives us 
af indeed Direftions concerning the Objects of 
di them, and the Meaſures which we may al- 
r 
3 
d 


low ; Burt it does no where forbid all Exer- 

ciſe of- them. In thoſe ſacred Writings 

which are the Fountain of it, we find thoſe 
.| condemn'd who are withour Natural Aﬀetti- 
-j 0, among the ſpiteful and the Proud. And 
-| we have ſuch Precepts as theſe very fre- 

quent there ; Set your AﬀeFtions on things 
above, not on things on the Earth : Which 
does not oblige us to have no Aﬀections at 
all, but only to employ them chiefly about 
the Objefts that are moſt worthy of them. 
It is ſaid, Be angry and ſin not, Let not the 
Sun go down upon yorr Wrath z, that is, let 
not your Anger riſe to that Exceſs,as to car- 
ry you to any evil thing z nor let it laſt ſo 
long,” as to degenerate into Hatred or Ma- 
lice. - Yet js. Hatred of ſome things. re- 
quir'd, as when we are bid to abhor thar 
whichis- evil, [Sorrow for our Faults and 
IR £3 | Sins, 
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Sins, is encourapg'd with the Promiſe of Re. 
ward ; it is ſaid, Bleſſed are they that mowrn 
for they ſhall be comforted. We are /bid to 
love our Neighboxr 4s our ſelves : Which ab 
lows both the Deſire of his Welfare, and 
Delight in it; and alſo ſome Grief and 
Trouble for that which happens to him cons 
trary fo his Welfare ; and Compaſſion r6 
his Miſferies and Calamities. And we art 
commanded to Love God with all our Heart, 
with all our Soul, and with all our Might, 
which is certainly moſt highly due to. hins , 
who is the moſt excelent Being, and the 
Fountain of all Good, And this requires 
theagreeing Exerciſes of other Paſſions. 


I2 
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But while I thus endea- 

Buaatnnys of 4 Lg vour todo right tooorNa- 
POP * turezin vindicating theEx: 
erciſe of our Paſſions z[ muſt take care that I 
do noPrejudice to our Virtue and Happineſs, 
by giving Encouragement to a boundleſs ex- 
erciſe of them. Ir muſt be added therefore 
that ſince our Nature is now depraved, and 
out of Order; theſe are very apt to exceed 
their due Bounds, and to tranſfgrefs the 
Rules of Reaſon and Vertue. And as there 
is no Wiſdom, Vertne' or Happineſs in a 
total ExtinCtion of them, fo neither is any 
of theſe conſiſtent with the Abandoning our 
ſelves to' any of: them, When they = 
; only | 
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only Indulg'd and not regulated, they de- 
generate into Vices; they will make us 
guilty of innumerable Follies, and utterly 
deprive us of our Happineſs : Under the 
Dominion, of Vice and exorbitant Paſſion, 
the great and dignified Perſons diſhonour 
themſelyes z the Lovers of Pleaſure procure 
themſelves much Torment and Pain ; and 
the | covetous condemn themſelves ro the 
Miſeries of an Eternal Poverty. 
* It fallies. and eclypſes the Glory of him 
who is great anddignified,to appear enſlay?d 
to Vice, and habitually ſubject to inordi- 
nate Paſſions: He thar would have others 
y him due Reverence, mult reverence 
himſelf ; and maintain his Grandeur, by 
appearing to have his Mind as much eleyax 
ted above the common vulgar Diforders 
in common Accidents, as his Condition is 
exalted above theirs. And if he would 
have others obedient to his Laws, he muſt 
himſelf be obedient to the Laws of Religion 
and Virtue, For the unruly World, who 
are always loth to be governed, and are 
ready to ſeek Pretences to diminiſh Autho- 
rity ,, and to with-hold their Obedience, 
will ſoon grow jealous that he will not go- 
ern them according to Juſtice and Reaſon, 
who does not govern himſelf fo, and ſo 


His Authority will grow weak, as his Vices 
and Paſlions become ſtrong and predo- 
Minant. 


He 
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He to bis Paſſion Laws muſt prioe, _ 
Who would at Fame and Power arrive ; m 
And who would others ſubje& have, z ca 
Muſt not to ſervile Vice himſelf en/lave. ri 
The vicious Nero, tho adorn'd 


With Empires, Purple Robes and State, 
With bis own wretched Hands bis Fate 
Inflits,by all Men juſtly loath'd and ſcorn'd. 


All vices and ungovern'd Paſlions,are the 
very painful and ſhameful Diſeaſes of the 
Mind, and by Conſequence mult needs be 
inconſiſteat with true Happineſs. The Ex- 
erciſes of them are liable to the juſt Re- 
bukes of our Reaion, and co monly meet 
with them either in the doing or ioon after: 
So they vex a Man with the Pain and Tor- 
ment of a wounded Conſcience. The being 
conſcious (ſays the Philoſopher) of having 
done a wicked Action, leaves Stings of 
Remorſe behind it, which like an Ulcer in 
theFleſh,makes the Mind ſmart with perpe- , 
tual Wounds : For Reaſon (fays he) which}, 


a 


chaſes away otherPains,creates Repentance b 
confounds the Soul with Shame, and puni-[5 
ſtances, however abounding with Matter of i 
Delight,and however elevated and glorious} 


ſhes it with Torment : And if the Mind be 
diſordered and uneaſte, no external Circum- 
they arc,can give 2 Man Content and Tran- F 
qulity.Þ 
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quility. As the Philoſopher ingenionſly 
teaches us, by admoniſhing his Friend to re- 
member, that a rich embroider'd Slipper 
| cannot eaſe a Fit of the Gout, nor an Impe- 
rial Diadem the Headach. 


The fawning Flatterer, in vain, 

Shall ftrive to ſooth the inward ſmarting Pain, 
Of a Mind ſick with puilty Fears, 

Which from her own deſerv'd Rebukes ſhe bears. 


ne He who will guilty Pleaſures court, 

hel © Shall find the pleaſing Entertainment ſhort, 
be And when that's gone he'll further find, 
A far more laſting Sting u left behind, 


Fuſe as th' induſtrious angry Bee, 

et!  Spoil'd of her boarded wealth injuriouſly, 

Te Corres the Rifler of her Hive, 

['-| "Anda ſmart Sting does with her Honey give. 
g 
5 Ungovern'd Deſire after Pleaſure, Wealth, 
*1or Honour, is like a Hunger ever craving, 
NI and a Thirſt which can never be ſatisfied ; 
*[t gives the wretched Soul no reſt; It is an 
b er Stranger to Content ; It fours the 
"Reliſh of what is poſſeſt, through eagerLong- 
[ings after more. The Unhappineſs of the 
Man enſlay'd to this Paſſion, is well expreſt 
by the excellent Boetias. 


if 
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git 
- "If Plentywrom her toemmp Horn, | 
1. | £s many Bleſſings on. the W/retch ſhaud pany, 
.. - His there are Sands —=_ the briny Sboar, 
* . Or Stars in Heav'n, before the Gaudy Morn, 
In the Triumphal Chariot of the Day, A 
Appears from far upon the Eaſtern Way ; 
. Jet wonld not the unhappy Man 
© Ceaſe to complain; 
But with bis clamorons Cries, 
" He would importune Heaven and pierce the Shzes, 


Alte bis Prayers do reach th Almighty's Ear, 
Tho* with Succeſs be crown his Vows, 

Tho Wealth and Honour on him he confer ; 

Tet Caret bis Mind ,and Clouds poſſeſs his Brows, 
He thinks his prefent Bleſſings Poor, 

And wildly gapes, .and ever calls for more. 

What Curb, or what Commanding Rein, 
Can ere his !iſhes within juſt Bounds reſtrain ! 
Since when full Streams of Bleſſings on bum flow, 
HisTvirft does ſtill increaſe,and his Deſire ſtill grow, | 
' He nover can be rich with greateſt Store, p14 

* Foo thinks bimſelf, amudſt bis ealthy but poor,. 


If wehave not ourPaſſions at our ownCom- 
mand, we ſhall not have the Tranquility 
of our Minds ever in -our own Power; ut 
will be ſubjelt co every [thing about ug 
and conmirually expos'd, . and every other 
Perſon that will may diſturb oor Minds. 
He that has no Rule over bis own Spirit (ſays 
Soloman ) is like a City broken down and with- || - 
es Walls, Such a Man will be very —_— 

ur . 
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| fturd'd, and very frequently ; they that 
| Hate him, know howwhenever they pleaſe 
 \| to hurt, yea to make: bim hurt} him- 
ſelf. All our Enjoyments in this World 
\ i} are mutable and periſhing ; and. are of a 
very uncertain duration and poſleflionz and 
the ungoverned Mind, then, muſt needs be 
ofren grievouſly afflicted with their change, 
\ | and their forſaking of vs, or elſe always 
ef with the nneaſic Fears and: Expectations of 
it. Ovr Lot and Fortune in this World is 
not at our own diſpoſe, nor car! we form 
it according to the Model of our Wiſhes. 
We are entirely under the Government of 
another, who chuſes it for us, and diſpoſes 
of us as he pleaſes; and he is the Greatand 
Righrful Governour of the World. Burt 
what a Folly is it then for us to indulge 
rehement Deſires to obtain that which we 
} want, or to keepthat which we have, when 
we are uncertain whether we ſhall obtain 
our Defire or not 3 And what a rack and 
torment 1s a vehement and fierceDeſire when 
diſappointed ! That indifferency towards 
4l things that are mutable, and that are 
Hot in our own Power, which the Divine 
Wiſdom direQts us to, is our plain Intereſt ; 
4 and thats a Precept of Tranquitity, which 
| the Apoſfle gives us when he fays, The 
ebior of this World paſſes away. Therefore 
that have Wives, be as though 
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Conſolations to « Friend. 
they bad none z they that weep, as if they wept 
= they that rejoyce, 'as tho they rejoyced not ; 
and they that buy, as if "they poſſeft not. His 
meaning is, that-our Paſſions ſhould be bur 


moderately cngag?d' abour all theſe things ; | 


and we ſhould nor ſuffer them to tranſport 


us: by.-:their changes,'-either- with,;Joy or | 


Sorrow: | The-variety and changes of un- 


govern'd Paſſions create us a great deal of þ 


diſcontent and trouble. Now we vehe- 
mently deſire what we have not, and are 
toſt with reſtleſs Fears or Hopes till we en- 
joy : When that which wedeſire is obtain'd, 
we in alittle time as vehemently diſdain it. 
We- ſpend -and. exhauſt our Spirits in-ex- 
ceſivee Joy and \ Tranſport, and-then fink 
inta-Melancholy.- and Sadneſs. - While we 
dirte on; what we enjoy, we afflict our ſelves 

lt Fears of loſing it ; when our fond 
Paltion is pall'd-and grows Cold,; as ſuch 
anione- is moſt apt to-do,.then. is our En- 
joyment a+ Burden , | and-0ur--Pleaſure a 
Drudgery ; and-we can ——o——— 
till we aredeliver'd from it, ' Thus redtleſs, 
uneaſte, /and always unhappy is the toolifh 
unzovern'd Mind. 


_ That well-poiz'd Soul who in 4 ſettled ſtate 
Can triumph,gver his uncertain Fate : 


£ unconcern'd, Fg Femme in Smiles View, 
rarleſs ſr Can Be by ber clouded Brow 3 
I Sed Jhall rhive him, ur prev 11%.4 
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Though black Veſuvio, too, with them conſpire, 
And vomit bis Auxiliary Fire: | 
Tho hovering Clouds their fierceſt Thunders weild, | 
To which ſtout Oaks, hard Rocks, and Tow'rs muſt 
He who nor fears, nor hopes for any thing, (yield. 
' Diſarms the greateſt Tyrants Raye,and i himſelf 4 


( King. 
- But that weak Wretch, who hit unguarded Breafs, 
To the Aſſaults of Paſſion does pa | 
Can never know the Happineſs of Reſt, 
Nor &er himſelf enjoy in calm Repoſe. 
Poor Mortal ! he within himſelf ſhall feel, ( 1l.. 
Storms, Thunders,Fires, and Racks,and every painful 


Theſe things evidently demonſtrate the 
abſolute Neceſſity of governing: our Paſli- 
ons, and'bringing them into Subjeftion to 
the Lawsof Religion and Virtue. Though 
we are not-bound- todeſtroy, yet neither 
*may we pamper and indulge them. We 
imuſt watch them with aJealous Eye, topre- 
vent: their Extravagancies ; we muſt ve- 
ty ſparingly adminiſter what is Food or 
Fuel to-them, leſt they get :more Strength 
[than we can maſter. We muſt always re- 
member they are goodScrvants but bad Ma- 


Exerciſes while we command them , but 
they will torment, hurt and diſparage us, 
if we let them reign over us. They are 
like Rebellious and Wicked Subjects in a 
Common-wealth, who, though very apt to 


B 2 Arbitrary 


2O Conſolations to 4 Friend. 
Arbitrary Proceeding in the. Rulers while 
they are ſubje&ty yet if they can lift them- 
ſelves into the Goyernment, they -become 
the moſt Rigorous and Arbitrary Rulers, 
and the fierceſt -Tyrants that - are. We 
theſe are ſuppreſt -and kept in their right 
Place and Order, all will be at Peace z. but 
when they have too much Power, they put 
all things into Trouble and Confuſion. 


| I may come now to 
Grief for the Death apply what has been 
ef Relations juſtifed. aid of the bffeftions in 
| .» general, to.the Paſſion 
of Sorrow in particular. Though. this .in- 
deed has been moſt perſecuted by: Phjloſo- 
phy, yet even;this too muſt. be allow?'d; its 
Exerciſe uporya:juſt Occaſion. | And it muſt 
be granted, that the ſad Occaſion which we 
commemorate, defcryes and will juſtifie one 
of-the greateſt Degrees of it. - Love to the 
Ferſon departed muſt needs give one a ten-« 
der Senſe of what happens to her-in Death 
and-jit muſt be a Grief to conſider the. Pain 
and Inconveniences of Sickneſs ; the Spoil 
and Havock which Death makes; how it 
blaſts that Beauty, and eclipſes. all. thoſe 
plealing Charms which were once a Man's 
chick! Delight. Fo-conſfider, that ſhe is by | 
Deathitaken from all: the pleaſant, things 
That ſhoenjoy'd, and cook Delight in vons 
254 an 
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and muſt-needs be ſhut into a Grave, and 
left to'Worms and Corruption. 

Ie Love to others will allow ns to grieve in 
5, | ſuch a Cafe as this, for the/LoG which they 
© | haveſuſtained.When'we conſider how uſeful, 
T3 how neceſſary ſhe was to the World in the 
Cy Place ſhe held what'a Faithful and Pru- 
CY dent Friend\ſome have loft 3 what a Kind 
and Good Neighbour others ; what a Chari- 
table Perſon the Poorz what a Skilful and 

Careful Helper the Sick have loſt : What an 

Honourable Member the Church, and what 

an Excellent Example and a Promoter of Pt- 
ety and Virtte the World is deprived of in 

the Death of our Friends. We-:fmd-the 

Bleſſed: Jeſus himſelf weeping'at the Death 


of Lazare,-in Compaſſion and Sywpathy 
with thoſewho lamented the Death-of their 
Friend'(Fobwwr, ) 97 7607 D2J0BTY 2 
' And'inthe aft place; the Senſe of wtan”s 
own LoſFin the Perſon 'deteafed, may: = 
ly give HimTſome Sorrow!for her De 
a great Afiiion to himſelf: When he Is 
berein'deprived: of a Pleaſing: Companion{a 
Faithfol'' Friend, a very: Tender Helper, 
one chdt-was ſenſible of alt chings that bap- 
'd tohim; and bore a'Part in his Griefs, 
nd encreas'd his Joys. 'Onethat ſndied 19 
oblige and pleaſe himy-and thattook kind- 
wes always pleas d'witirhis:Endes- 
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Pleafantly received all the Expreſſions'of his 
Love, and requited them with the beſt Re- 
turns which ſhe could 'make of Her own : 
One that ſet her ſelf in-her Place, to pro- 
mote the Intereſts, the Honour of her Hus- 
band, and to ſoften'the Toils and Cares of 
Life to him,” Such'a Conſort, it 1s a great 
Bleſſing of Heaven for a Man'to enjoy, and 
a great Aﬀfliftion to loſe : And ſuch a Loſs 
he may certainly be allow'd to attend with 
2a very paſſionate Reſentment, As Philoſo- 
phy would forbid this in vain, ſo Chriſtian 
Religion juſtly allows us a moderate Grief 
for the Death of Excellent Perſons, and 
thoſe that are peculiarly dear to us. 


But whatever the 

The Nec offty of mp» Perſon Deceaſed was in 
derating ozr Sorrow. her ſelf, to others, or 
to me ( a'Man ſhould 

fay to himſelf ) there js nothing will juſtifie 
fach a Degree of Grief as ſhall:rob' me of 
my Virtue, or diſparage my'Religion, 'or 
as will hurc me in my Health or®my Afairs, 
It is not at all fitting or reafonable that my 
having loſt the Uſe and Comfort” of her 
Wiſdom and Virtue, ſhould make me loſe 
my own too; or, that becauſe. Ftiow want 
her Help in my Afairs, I ſhould therefore 
neglect them my ſelf. I ſhould -rather now! 
excite all that is within me; becauſe Thave 
no 
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no one now to rely upon but my ſelf. A 


Man ſhould- ſay to himſelf then, though I 
may-grieve 0a ſuch-an Occaſion, yet I may 
not -abandon -my- ſelf +to Sorrow, - I muſt 
command' and- regulate my Grief, and en- 
deavour to keep -it from Exceſs.- It muſt 
not- be only indulg*d and cheriſh'd leſt it 
deſtroy me z and do become, as it may, 2 
heavier burden, and a greater Aftiction 
than that-which I lament. Sorrow ſhould: 
be regarded as a weak-efteminate Paſlion, 
and'be left to Women or Children,or Child- 
iſh low ſpirited Men; as unfit to be allow'd 
ina great Spirit, or a wiſe Man, to a great 
degree: And if ſnch an one be furpriſed 
and tranſported at the firſt Aſſault beyond 
a-Decorum on a great Occaſion, and when 
Virtue it ſelf maybe faid to. betray him-in- 
to. it, ;and require a great Reſentmenty yer 
he ought-not to ſuffer- the feeble Paſſion 
long to maintain its Tyranny, He muſt 
not let it alone in its Exceſs, but endeavour 
to.Curb-it, and recover himſelf as ſoon as. 
he can. :He muſt not endure a Thovghr, 
that this ſhall be the ſerled Habit and State 
of his Mind : This were to loſe his Virtue, 
and. bis Peace, to bind a needleſs heavy 
Burden upon himſelf ; and to do more to- 
wards: his own AfMition, than the Loſs he 
faſtains could do. And certainly 'tis very 


looliſh, that a Man ſhould reſolve to:AMidt 
B 4 himſelf 


24 \Cooſolatianst0u Friend. 
bimfelf more, becauſe the Providence of God 
has afflicted-hum much; or that becauſe his 
Burden is heayy, ihe ſhovld make itcheayier. 

An exceſliveSorrqw proceeds from a falſe 
and deprav'd Nation of the thing -which 
is loſt, which 1s a diſparagement to him 
that js in Reputation for Wiſdom « When 
this is ſctled and abiding, it ſhews the fond 
Heart was extreamly ſer; vpon the feeble and 
mutable Good ; that. mighty Expectations 
of great and long Happinels were built upon 
the. Enjoyment of it; [TÞbat the wretched 
Man did not conſider the true Nature of 
the thing, but dated on, a mortal Being, 
with an AﬀeCtion intended to be Immortal. 
He indeed when he was firſt join?d- to his 
loſt Friend, ſpoke of being parted from 
her by Death, as that which was to be ex- 


pected, but forgot it again; Ir is excellent | 


Advice tothis purpoſe, which thePhiloſopher 
gives (Epift,cap.8.) of every thing that De- 
lights you, or ſerves to your-uſe, be ſure 
to ;conlider the Natnre , and remember 
what ſort of thing-it-is : If -you are fond 
of a"curious Glaſs, always remember it is 
butaGlaſs ; and then when that is| broken, 
you-will nor break your Peace for. it : If- is 


be a-Child, or a Wite you greatly Lave, 


then remember, *tis a mortal»Creatvre ; 
ſo your will not be kill'd with Grief. your 
Jelf when ſuch an one dies. os 

] - 
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C(onſolstions to a Friend, 25 
Wiſdom” requires the due' proportion of 
our Aﬀections, and that they be ſuitable 
to. the Worth of the Objeft; and Men 
fieſt tranſgreſs the Laws of that in their 
Love, in their Delight, and Joy while they 
polleſs ; and then they do ſo again in their 
Sorrow when they loſe. | 
.- And if it be unfit for a Wiſe Man to har- 
bour and cheriſh an immoderate Sorrow 
ypon any occaſion, it is much rather ſo to 
one. that bears the glorious Name of a 
Chriſtian. He pretends to be a follower 
of Jeſus, the Captain of our Salvation, 
who was made perfet through Sufferings : 
Who endur'd with Invincible Patience ma- 
; | ny Evils and Afflitions, and has left us an 
| | Example that we fhonld follow his Steps. 
- | Who has ſaid, He that will be my Diſciple, . 


let bim deny himſelf, and takg up bis Croſs, - 


and follow me, 1f a Man's Mind be dejeated 
with Grief: for his AﬀiQtion, he does not 
bear his Croſs, but ſinks and fails under 
it. Let us ſay then to our ſelves, Shall I 
pretend to be a Diſciple of Jeſas, and nor 
learn of him ?- Or do 1 give him'the Honoor 
of a Maſter when I do not obey his Pre- 
| cepts? And did not the holy, 1nnocene 
. | Jefus, meet with much AfﬀMiCtion in this 
World > How' then can I expect to efcape 
It. Man is born to Tronble : This preſent 
——_ State 
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State is curſed by reaſon of Sinz and in- |- 


numerable Evilsfurround nsall:-The larger 
our Poſleſſions-are, the more vexations we 
are liable to, becauſe we have the more to 
loſe. We muſt be contented, then; to bear 
a ſhare in the common Fate ;- and-may the 
more reaſonably bear it- with Patience, 
becauſe all Calamity and Afliftion was 
bronght into-the World by Sin ; and be- 
cauſe even Jeſus himſelf bas born it pati- 
ently, and requires us to do-ſo too, Say 
then as a devout Perſon to himſelf : 


Shall T expeft an eafie Life, 

 Hith Plenty ftor'd, and free from Strife ; 
When, deareſt Lord, thy Days and Nights 
Were paſt in Poverty and Fights ? 


© Shall T require a gentle Death, & 

Fuſt ſinging out ani aged Breath ; Fw 

- When cruel! Tortures' thee tore . 
| Thy bleſſed Soul, all drown'd in Gore? 


Oh no! our Chriſtian Sacrifice 

Oft ating in a ſweet diſptuſe, 

My Savietr's Paſſion o'er «gain, 

Muſt alt ſuch fond Conceits reſtrain; | 


This muſt keep lively in my Mind, 
How I ought till to be refign'd : 
Thu humble Pattern mu#t deſtroy 
All my immoderate Grief and Foy. | 
POTS Ref. Devot. * 
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-\'We have a conſtant Memorial of our Sa- 
viour's Sufferings in the Sacrament of his 
Supper, and- we ought to- be thereby ani- 
mated to patient and courageous Suffering. 
And we may, to encourage and ſupport our 
ſelves, conſider that the Time of enduring 
the Evils of this Life is but ſhort :' Thar if 
we ſuffer with Chriſt, that is, patiently 
and humbly, we ſhall hereafter reign with 
him z and theſe light AﬀMictions, which are 
bot-for a Momear, ſhall work for us an Ex« 
ceeding and Erernal Weight of Glory. 

It exceedingly augments our Miſery to 
abandon our ſelves'to Sorrow for any- Af- 
fiction : This Paſſion will be a grievous Bur- 
den to the Mind, will diſtra&t and confound 
all our Thoughts, and fill us with a very 
ſenſible, inward Pain. It bas, too,- a very 
Malignant Influence on the Body, and Fa- 
tally deprelles the Spirits, - and $6" tw. 1o 2 
Man's Health. The Wife Man fays, A 
Merry Heart does good, likg a Medicine, but 
a broken Spirit dries the Bones, (Prov. 1 9. 22, ) 
The Paſſions of Loye, Hope, Joy, Chear 
the Mind, recreate the Body, and main- 
tain Health ; but Hatred, Fear, Anger, 
Sadneſs, contra the Heart, are like a ſub- 
tle inward Poiſon. The Thraciav Phyſici- 
ans are ſaid to have cured ſome Diſcaſes 
'S Philoſophical Diſcourſes : ( Enſeb. N;- 
de Art. Volunt, ) All Phyſicians pre- 

ſcribe - 


28 Confolations to # Frienkl, 
ſcribe a Chearful Mind to all forts of Pati. 
ents. , Great is the influence of the Mind 
wpon-the Body, in its ſtrong and-laſting 
£ eſpecially... And by the 4nordinacy 
f this Paſſion,- fome have utrerly-loſt the 
Ute of their Reafop,' ſome have o6ntratted 
very -Painful and-Incurable Diſeaſts, and 
ſome has diſpatch'd with a haſty;untime 
lyDeath. A'Man ſhould ſay theaito him- 
felf; My extream Sorrow for my deceaſed 
Relation, will never be able to bring het 
back again, but it may haſten meaſter her} 
And why ſhould | precipitate a'frail, : hort 
te? 1f Death: be a very grievous and evil 
g, why ſhould I haſten tor? 4f it; be 
nt fo;- why ſhonld ir coſt 'me*ian exceſ. ſth: 
ve: Sorrow for that it has overtaken myin 
Friend. |; I © YNSK 328 He 
* oy d ] entertain ſad Thaonghts, 
fav nought bat <a Io 7 Ws 3 
1 Snice they procure not what I wiſh, 


They muſt not hinder my Repoſe ED 


"Bf try thu Remedy to charm; 

And hgep my Paſſims calm. and ſill ; 
Pm neareſt Help by Hope in God, | [por 
And Refignation to by Will, Plat. 43. Parr, dis! 
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-" Tt was altogether an Exceſs of this Pafſis Ang 

n, which tranſported the Beathens'to cot |, 
and, disfigure, and abuſe themſelves when R 
any one died whor they dearly lov; *and"Þ% 
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it -is a barbarous, | unreaſonable Coſtpm 
which: is ftall among ſome of them, that 
near :Rejations, and | even Slaves and Ser- 
yants: muſt -die- for Company. . The: wiſe 
and good-Law of God forbad the ' Jews to 
hurt or-wangle and disfigure themſelves for 
the Dead (Lev. 19, 20. Dear. 14, 1,) mach 
kfs would be allow them to kill themſelves. 
Sach cruel Cuſtoms the Adverſary of Man- 
kind may ſuggeſt, who is the Author of 
many. of thoſe uſed among the Heathens. : 
But the God of Love is not for multiplying 
our Griefs and Calamities : As he does not 
ildelight to afflit us, fo neither is. he pleas'd 
to ſee ns needlefly. afflift our ſelves. And 
{though this Cuſtom of wounding and abu- 
piling themſelves, was common among the 
"YHeathens ; yet we find the Wiſe and Learn- 
Fed among them, utterly condemaing it. 
YThe excellent Plutarch ; ( Conſolat, to bis 
ife ) commends his Conſorr, for that ſhe 
ad not complied . with the common and 
fooliſh Cuſtom, at the Funeral of a very 
tear and well beloved Child. They who 
- were preſent at the Funeral (fays he) re- 
port,that you neither pat on Mourning,nor 
g « Gigurea your ſelf nor any of your Maids : 
/ And a. Virtoous Woman (| he ſays ) ought 
--|uot oury topreſerve her Purity in Riotous 
r , but alſo to think with her ſelf, that 
Wo 3 empeſts of the Mind, in violent 
Vf Grief, 
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Griefs, muſt he calm'd with- Patience, Tht 
Exerciſe of which,” Virtue does not Intrenc 
on: the Natural Afﬀection which Parents 
ought to have for-their Children z- but on 
oppoſes and prevents the diſorderly-and ir 
regular Paſſions of the'Mind. And he a 
rerwards ſharply condemns them» who dit 
torment and puniſh themſelves in ſach 
Caſes. 
This Paſſion, if indalged, fettles in the 
Mind a ſallen Habit of Melancholy and Dib 
content. A Temper of Mind uneaſie to its 
fetf, and uncomfortable to all about a Man: 
It will make him froward, and impatien 
hard to be pleas'd, apt to take things ami 
from God and Men. Either in a dull Si- 
lence, he fits rormenting himſelf with vain, 
bur painful Thoughts; or he rorments' his 
Company with his paſſionate Complaint 
He falls out with every thing elſe as well # 
with himſelf; difdains all the Pleaſures and 
Enjoyments of his Life. This Inconveni- 
ence, ſays the ſame Philoſopher ( 1b.) 
condemning ir, is accompanied with a Negp- 
le& of the Body,a Careleſneſs of Anointing 
and Bathing, with whatſoever elſe relates 
to the Elegancy of Humane Life, It 
Enervates the Mind- that, quite dejected 
and «beſet with Grief, the Poor Wretch 
dares not be merry, or ſee the Light, or to 
Eat and Drink in Company. | 
{ 
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+. Jt will fo diſ-ſpirit a Manythat he can vn- 
take nothing, but with a heavy Liſtle- 
x neſs, he way come to negleft his moſt im- 
portant Aﬀairs, and, then, to-one Loſs ſu- 
ir tain 'd,, he pulls upon bimſelf. many more, 
20d will, in alittle Time, it may be, have 
i more Reaſon to lament his exceſlive Grief, 
I than he hadto lament the Occaſion of it. Ir 
tends to make a Man uſeleſs and unprofita- 
ble in his Place ; and ſo, while Death has 
depriv'd his Neighbours and Relations of 
the Uſefulneſs and Comfort of his. de- 
ceaſed Conſort: His Sorrow. does in a man» 
ner deprive them of bim too, 

- But the moſt fatal Miſchief of all, and 
i. yet a common Effect of an indulg'd and im- 
n,| moderate Sorrow, is, that. it damps and 
iLweakens the Love of God,. and! cramps all 
4 the Exerciſes of that. . His Devotions are 
#0 diſtracted, are dull, and either neglefted, or 
(8 performed without that incomparable 
ji- | Meaſure and Delight which they might af- 
)| ford him 3; Hisangry and fretful Thoughts 
. | at the Diſpenſations of Divine Providence, 
- 

$ 
0 

d 

h 
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hinder him from all Delight in God z and 
thus, becauſe he has loſt the Communion of 
@ lov'd Creature, he loſes too the more 
'pleaſant Communion of God ; and becauſe 
he does no longer enjoy his Earthly Friend, 
ev take no Delight in his Heavenly one 3 

Loſs of that which he could not always 
j "enjoy 
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enjoy here, loſes him, throngh his ox ol 


Default, the Felicity which he might al: 
ways enjoy. I 


So much Reaſon there is, that no Manf | 


ſhould indulge this Paſſjon, or abandon 
himſelf to ir. The greateſt Grief we can 
entertain, will never mend our Condition 
bat a great Grief will certainly make it ſil 
worſe, Eſpecially, ſhould we take care that 
it may never deſtroy our Hope and Froſt it 
the Gracious, Ever-living God. Let the 
excellent Temper of the Pſalmiſt preſcribe 
fo us, in all Aﬀiftions, which he expreſle 
in P/al. 86. 


Lord, bow thine Ear to my Requeſts, 
Tho Poor, «nd in the Duſt ; 
O {ave my righteous Soul, for Lord, 
 Inthee alone I truſt. 


"Re merciful to me, O God, 
And bear my Mournful Voice ; 
- Daily my Soul to thee aſcends, 
Oh, make 3t to rejozce, 


Thou, Lord, art gracious and goods 
To pardon Sins enclin'd : 

And all that bumbly thee m_ 
Shall plenteous Mercy find. 


| 
1 
1 
{ 
1 
| 
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ally To thee I call in my Diſtreſs, 


In hope thou wilt attend ; 
1 On:thee with Patience wait till thou 
- AGreciau Anſwer ſend. Parr. Tranſlar. 


; 'And if upon theſe Accounts 
| the Sorrowful Perſon does re- oats fo 
ſolveto- Curb and Govern his goo 
Paſſion , that he may not be 
ſabject to a cauſe of ſo much Miſery and 
# Sin: He muſt to this purpoſe ſpeedily, and 
without any delay, ſer himſelf about”"ir'; 
ſuch a Diſpoſition of Mind cannot be too 
ſoon removed : And beſides, 1t will be the 
eaſier done, if he goes abour it. before 'ir is 
ſettled in his Mind, and be confirm'd into 
an Habit of Diſcontent and Melancholy. 
In this mutable State of things we ſhall 
have frequent occaſion for Sorrow ; and if 
a Man indulges this Paſſion, and lets it 
ſtay as long as- it will with him, the Re- 
fentment of one Afﬀiftion will be very 
likely to laſt till our Sorrow is renew'd by 
another : But what a Miſerable Life would 
ſuch a Man condemn himſelf to, who would 
; 1 no lucid or chearful Intervals of 

Cs. 

And when a Man has brovghit himſelf 
to this Wiſe and Neceffary Reſolution, that 
he will divorce AT - ons delay,from 

A 
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a Companion ſo Miſchievous and Trouble. 
ſome, he muſt deny himſelf che Muſing 
alone, and in Sad Silenco upon his AMicti- 
on, and muſt fiot let his. Thooghts dwell 
upon the Aggravations of it. The Sick 
Mind, if neglected, will ſuggeſt every thing 
that may be an Aggravyation of our Loſs , 
and enrertain it ſelf. only with ſuch 
_—_ hts, and ſo feed its Diſtemper there- 
: Juſt as a vitiated Appetite makes Peo- 
y long for and .moſt pleaſed with that 
which is Unwholſome Food, and tends to 
continue of increaſe the Diſeaſe, But eſpe» 
cially muſt this ſort of Entertainment be 
avoided, becauſe the Mind, when troubled, 
is apt to afflict it ſelf with Imaginary Ag- 
gravations of that which troubles it : And 
will ſometimes oppreſs. the dejected Spirits 
with the uneaſie Fears of Conſequences that 
cannot, -or are very. unlikely to come t9 
paſs. We do ſometimes find more trou- 
ble in the Opinion that we have of an Evil, 
than we ever find in the Effects of it ; but 
this .is a greatFolly for a Man thus to tor- 
ment himſe#;- It is an Unkindnefs to my 
ſelf, and an Injuſtice to the Providence of 


— 


God, to impute more Evil to any Diſpen- 


Aion than it really has. A Man ſhoyl 
on. with himſelf thus, Either cat Ae. 
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che Miſchiefs of an Ex- 
ceſliye Sorrow for it; nor dol wiſely, to 
increaſe the weight of ic by Imaginary and 
Indoſtrioos Aggrarations. If in it ſelf this 
Loſs has io great Evil in it, it does not de- 
ferve to be attended with a Solemn and 
Great Grief and Tronble. 

Now the better to divert the Mind from 
foch wounding and aggravating Thoughts, 
a Man moſt diligently apply him If. o 
the Duties and Buſineſs which the Proyi- 
dence of God has given him : And it is A 
happy thing, in fuch a caſe, to have ſome 
neceffary Buſineſs which does require qur, 
immediate Care and Application. Thos 2 
Man, having loſt the Partner of his Cares, 
May prevent or cure the more grieyaus. 
Load of an Exceſſive Sorrow, by ling 
flow all thoſe Cares upon himſelf z Jjuſt-as 
{ Viper does afford an Antidote. FP 
rds us many Inſtances of great and wi: 
en, who have taken fuch a courſe as: this 
td moderate their Sorrows for the Death 
thoſe that were Dear to them, th 
4 was inf bis School difcourfing 
;ditors con - wor So Tongs of Kan: 
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2 Mortal Child. - And having faid this, he 
went on in his Diſcourſe. Pericles had loſt 
two Sons, very Delightful young Men, 
within the ſpace of nine days'z .he, inſtead 
of giving himfelf up to Lamentations and 
Grief, puts a Garland upon his Head, 
Cloaths himſelf in White, as was the Cu- 
ſtom of Oratars when they ſpoke in pu- 
blick, aſſembles the People to. the uſual 
place, and there recommended to-then 
ſuch Matters as were Important to the 
Common-wealth, and perſwaded them to 
a neceſſary War. In like manner the Royal 
David, who was a greater Prince. than Pe- 
ricles,and a greater Philoſopher than Anax- 
agoras, after his Child, which he had been 
much concerned for, was dead, then he left 
his Retirement, weat firſt to the Houſe of 
God to pay his due Devotions to Heaven; 
and then admitted his Servants, andapplied 
himſelf to his Aﬀairs. At another time, 
when a great Paſſion ſarpriz'd him upon 
the Death of Abfſolom; though he could 
got -perſwace himſelf to do ſo, yet he ſuf- 
- fered himſelf to be prevailed upon by the 
Faithful though rude Addreſs of his Ser- 
Yaot ; and fo was inabled to overcome his 
Jorrow, Certainly every Man: may be 
cally convinced of this, that he ought not 
teſuffex. a, Fond Love to a Relation de- 
Pactts; +> prevailwith him-abgvg his Logs 
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to God, and his living Relations, and 
Friends and Neighbours: Therefore he 
muſt apply himſelf with the more earneſt- 
neſs to the Duties of his Place, that he may, 
as far as he can, make up the Loſs which 
they ſuſtain too in the Perſon deceaſed. 
Again, to prevent or cure an immoderate 
Sorrow, a Man mult give himſelf leave to 
uſe and enjoy moderately the neceſſary 
Refreſhments of Nature, and the Pleaſures 
of Life. Indeed to think of drowning Sor- 
row by intemperate Pleaſures, or of divert- 
ing it by ſuch as are unlawful, is direct 
Folly and Madneſs. Such a Courſe would 
only divert it perhaps for a few Moments, 
ſo as that it might return again with the 
greater Force and Fury. This were to 
pive himſelf more occaſion for Sadneſs and 
Melancholy, to cure the Effefts of that 
which at preſent afflifts him: To add the 
Forments of a guilty Mind to the AfMicti- 
ons of his outward Condition : To increaſe 
the Diſpleaſure of the Divine Providence, 
and provoke Almighty God to increaſe bis 
Puniſhment. What Cure is this? to run 
out of one Extream into another; and 
from Sin in our Sorrow, to tranſpreſs in 
or Delight and Pleaſure: Such an one-it 
i9'as-that of an Ague when the ſhivering: 
coid Fit is turned into the Feaver ofaw het 
6he. | I ag 
; 3 im- 
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himſelf Innocenc.the Sorrowful Peyſon muſt 
let himſelf freely and liberally -enjoy the 
Pleaſures and Proviſions which God has 
given him: While he mortifies himſelf 
through diſdain of the Comforcs of Life, he 
feeds his Sorrow, and lets that increaſe : 


He ſhould ſay to himſelf, Is it fir for me to | 


be Angry with my ſelf, becauſe I have loſt 
her whom I loved > Was it my fault that 
ſhe could not live any longer here, when 
it pleaſed God to call her away ? If it be 
not my Fault, why ſhould I puniſh my ſelf 
for it, by forſaking my neceſſary Pleaſures 
and Refreſhment? The Soul, when it is 
diſordered ( fays the Philoſopher) ought 
to receive Help from the Vigour of a 
Healthful Body: For the ſharpeſt Edge of 
her Grief, is blunted and rebated when the 
Body is in Tranquility and Eaſe. But 
where, from an il} and a mortifying Dier, 
the Body becomes Hot and Dry, fo that it 
cannot ſupply the Soul with” Commodious 
and Serene Spirits, but only breaths forth 
Melancholy Vapours and Exkalations 
which perpetually annoy her with Grief 
and Sadneſs; there "tis difficalt for a Man, 
though never ſo willing and deſitous, to re- 
er.the Tranquility of his Mind, after it 
pr kg rp 
that world © 
e dof? >w, ao Ritdy ft fiich 
I Con- 
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Canſiderations as are proper ta alleviate his 
Caſez or mult be willing tq have ſuch ſug- 
geſted to him by his Friends: As a Man 
would be willing to find out, or be directed 
toa Remedy which would preyeat or cure 
a Mortal and Painful Diſeaſe of his Body. 
And when. ſuch Conſiderations are found 
out or preſented to him, he muſt meditate 
on them much, and-ſo uſe and apply the 
Remedy. Inſtead of vexin Thoughts at 
the Intervals of his n_—s he mult en- 
tertain himſelf with theſe ; Reaſon was 
given us to be the Guide and ConduQr of 
our Lives; to keep off Evils, or to mitj- 
gate them if we can, or to Comfort and 

Support us under them, and to preven t the 

Folly and Extravagancies of our Paſſions. 

We muſt ſet it then to its Office in this 

caſe, and furniſh it with fit Weapons to 

tame and ſubdue this ſhameful, uncaſie and 
| | miſchievous Paſſion. 

And becauſe in all our Ways and Under- 
takings, we ought ta acknowledge our 
Sufficiency to be only from God, and all 
our good Succeſs to depend upon 'bis Blef- 
ling, we muſt therefore in this endegvour, 
as well as in all others implore, his Aſſiſtance, 
by Earneſt and Perſevering Prayer. We 
muſt beg of him ſome way to mitigate Gif 


Affliction, to remove it by repalri 
loſs we ſuſtain ; or to 2 (0 bt be 
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Aſſiſtance to bear it patiently. We have| 


an High Prieſt, onr Adyocate in Heaven, 
who is touch'd with a Feeling of our Infir- 
mities, and does compaſſionate our Griefs ; 
who having Suffered himſelf, and having 
been Tempted, we are told he is ready to 
Succor thoſe that'are Tempted: He, if we 
addreſs our ſelves in his Name, will afford 
us his Powerful Patronage z and we cannot 
fail, for his fake, to obtain in due time, 
and when perhaps our Patience is well tried 
the Relief and Mercy which we need: And 
while we wait on God for his Mercy, we 
muſt not be in haſte to obtain it, but reſign 
our ſelves to him; and though he does not 
think fit to relieve us immediately, we muſt 
ſtill wait on him, and continue our Truſt 
in him. And this the Royal Pfalmiſt recom- 
mends to us by his Praftice, and by” the 
Happy Event of it to himſelf, Pſal. 49. 


'Tx good with Patience to attend, 
And on the Lord rely ; 

When other Succors fail'd, to him 
I prayd, who heard my Cry. 


I that in Miſery was plung'd, 
Surrounded with Deſpair, 
Am ſafely plac'd above my Fears, 
And firm nyGoings are. 


An 


C 
] 
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"And now I'll chearful Praiſer fing, 
To God that ſet me free 5 
| While this thy Goodneſs doth invite 
Others to truſt in thee, Patr. Tranſla 


Having thus made 
© gt re pro Way for them, - come 
per Fo mocerate wr. now to propoſe ſuch 
— {a vuytorae fo _ Conſiderations as may 
| . be proper to moderate 
our Sorrow for the Death of thoſe whom 
we love. And to make the Arguments 
which they afford to this Purpoſe, the more 
ready to be applied to himſelf, I ſhall ex- 
preſs them commonly ia the firſt Perſon, 
and ſuppoſe him that reads, arguing with 
himſelf upon them, as I deſire he ſhould do. 


1, All Men are Mor- 

The firft, That az tal: It is the common 
Men are Mortal. Doom, Duſt thou arr, 
and unto Duſt ſhalr 

thou return, It belongs to our very Con- 
ſtitution, to be Jiable to Death : Our Bo- 
dies are made up of achangable Maſs ; as 
they Naturally grow, ſo they are by Na- 
ture, liable to fade and decay... ?Tis' true, 
our kind Creator did not. intend us for the 
Diſſolution of Death, when he firſt crea- 


aged ns, but offer'd us the Fayour of Immor- 


rality 
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tality upon an eaſie and juſt Conditionf;e 


And if our firſt Parents had perforwd}g 
that Condition, they ſhould never havel4 


ſeen Death, but have been tranſlated with. 
ont Death, after a Time, to a better State. 
And all their Poſterity after them, if they 
alſo would have obſerv'd, that Condition 
ſhould have been Immortal too. But alas, 
by one Man, even our firſt Parent, Sin en- 
tred into the World, and Death by Sin; 
and Sin ſpreading from him over al] the Hu- 
mane Nature, Death follows it, and tri- 
umphs over all likewiſe, The great God 
then has done us no Injury, in that he has 
condemn'd vs all to dic : Ir is but what we 
have deſerv*d and pull'd upon our ſelves. 
We are by Natpre Mortal Creatpres, or 
liable rodie, and ke leaves us in that Mor- 
tal State, and has determin'd we ſhall die 
upon a reaſonable and juſt Provocation : 
And to do thus, is not to deal either hardly 
or unjuſtly with us, ( Dear of Se,Paul's, hu 
Diſcourſe on Death. Chap. 2. Sect. 1. ) nor 
Is it any Diminution of the Kindneſs or 
Power of the Redeemer's Love, that we are 
ſtill ſabje&t to this Condemnation - For as 
the Caſe is with our preſent Life, it were a 
Puniſhment to live for ever here, amidſt 
Groans and Pains, and Griefs and Miſe- 
ries : To be always confin'd to this wretch- 
ed and vile Body. Ir is a Kindneſs to-be 
tranſlated 
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ONfirdnflated Hence, and for the Soul to be ſet 
WU Liberty from ſuch a Body which is a Bur+ 
Veldenand Hindranceto all her Nobleſt Opera- 
thei tions : And ſhe thereby exerts her higheſt 
tel powers freely, and enjoys more Pleaſure by 
© Conſequence, than ſhe can do here: And 
nl the Kindneſs of the Redeemer to Good 
Men, will be abundantly ſhown when he 
does, as he has promis'd, raiſe their Bodies 
again at the laſt Day, with all the glorious 
Advantages which his own Glorified Body 
is now inveſted with, *Tis true, the Good 
a Man might, if it pleaſed God, be tranſla- 
SF ted to Heaven without dying, as Enoch and 
©} Elijah were; and as they ſhall be who ſhall 
* | be found alive at the the laſt Day upon the 
"| Earth, ſvffering only ſuch a ſudden, and 
" | perhaps an eaſie Change as ſhall fic their Bo- 
dies for the Heavenly State. But if -ir 
were ſo, this would not be much Eaſe to 
our Grief, becauſe ſtill their Departure 
might trouble us, and our Loſs of their 
Company and Aſſiſtance, And if it pleaſes 
God ſtill, that the common Way of our 
leaving this World, be by our Diſſolution, 
we have nothing that we may ſay againſt ir. 
But this we mult yield in general, that ic 
myſt be wiſe and juſt, becauſe he appoints 
it. And we may acquieſce in ſuch a Rea- 
foritas this, That the Wiſdom and Ju- 
| SeG'thinks fit toileave a ſtanding 
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Iznominy upon the Humane Nature, to be, 
to all Apes, a Token of his Diſpleaſure 
apainſt the Wickedneſs of the World; and 
to awe and affright Men from Sin, by that 
which is moſt terrible to Senſe and Nature, 
And this is fit to have ſuch an Effect, 
though to avoid Sin, will not exempt us | 
from Death, becauſe he has aſſured. us, 
that if we forſake our Sins and live well, we 
ſhall be recovered from Death to an Im- 
mortal Life and Happineſs, even that 
which we were originally deſigned for. 

Let this then be conſidered and impro- 
ved as far as it may be, to comfort us in 
the Death of thoſe who are excellent and 

ood Perſons, and who are dear to us, 

"hat 'cis appointed for all Men once to die, 
and there is none that lives who ſhall not 
Ke Death : All ſorts of Men are Mortal, 
_ Fubjef to it, the High and Low, the 

ch and the Poor.? and the Poor Man is as 
Toth to leave his Cottage, as the Prince to 
leave his. Stately Pallaces, In every Age \ 
and Condition of Life, we are all liable to 
Death, and many die of every Age, as 
well in full Strength ſome, when the 
Rreaſts are full of Milk, and the Bones 
with Marrow, as others under the Deceys 

ife, and when Age has withered and 

ried them. Neither can Wiſdom ar $a 
cred Piety exempt any from this” cotiiiot 
Ne- 


ly 
F 
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Neceſſity, as the Royal Pſalmiſt reminds us, 
Pſal, 49. 


Vain Men applaud their Stores, yet none, 

., Ht Brother can from dying ſave ; 

Lites Purchaſe is too great, no Wealth 
Can buy our Freedom from the Grave. 


The Afhes of the Wiſe, and Good, 
. VV/ith Fools together mingled lie ; 
"The Rich, tho' loth to go, muſt leave 
Thu World with all their Wealth, and die, Ib. 


But fince this is ſo, "cis utterly vain and 
abſurd, that I ſhould perplex my ſelf, be- 
cauſe Death is happen'd to a mortal Crea- 
ture : Should I trouble my ſelf becauſe a 
Spark flies upward, or a Stone falls down- 
ward, or that Fire burns. Events will 
come to paſs, without a Miracle, according, 
to the Nature of Things; and all my Con- 
cern will not prevent it. However, ſince 
my loved Friend is Dead, my greateſt Sor- 
row cannot now prevent her Death, nor 
recover her : And is it fit that I ſhould tor- 
ment my ſelf with a Fatal Neceſlity ? Or 
is it good Manners in me to Quarrel with 
a Divine Appointment ? Can I be ſo fool- 
iſh as to wiſh, that the Wiſe Governour of 
the World would alter the Courſe of things, 
and reyoke the preſeat Laws of Nature to 


gratifie me. 
als 


It 
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It may be conſider*d, We are all of n4 
not only liable to Death, but aftually Dy. 
ing while we Live here. Our tranſitory Life 
does every moment walt and ij it If, 
and is continually going away from ts: Ar 
every Night has Death ſferzed one day more 


of ourLives:And when we ſay,fo many years | : 


we have liv'd, we might ſay ſo many years 
are Dead with us, ſo many are paſt and 
gone for ever. Why ſhould it then be an 
occalion of immoderate Sorrow, that my 
Friend is now Dead, when I troubled my 
felf bur little, for that ſhe was always dy- 
ing? I ſhould rather have reſented this 
matter every day a little, than now lament 
it all at once : From that I might have 'de- 
rivd ſome advantage to bear her Depar- 
ture, and I bad been hardned to.endare 
what is now befallen me ; but now to afftit 
my ſelf for ir, is vain and froitleſs. % 
I cannot expect that ny Friends ſhonld' 
be Immortal in this dying Life: The World 
is not to be always poſſelt by the.ſame In- 
babitants. One Generation goes,\atd ano» 
ther comes, ( Eccleſ. 1, 4.) A great many 
Thoufands are gone off this mortal Stage 
before we come upon it: And all that now 
Irvehere-muſt go away too, and teave't! 
Places to others who ſhall ſucceed them *" 
And they too in a little time half Teave' 
wu Jo? 
We 
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. [Ft bear Reſemblance to the Autumn Leaves, 

Which of their Verdure ev'ry Blaſt bereaves: 

"The little Beauties are diſcolour'd found, $4.5 
And the Wind ſedtters theri upon the Ground. © 
But in the $prinyy a new Stcceſſion's made, © 

''FPhich in the Woods do caſt a Gloomy Shade. *'* 

: So one Part of Mankind does always die, 's 
-. Another comes, that Frailty to ſupply. Ig 
Homer in Plur. Conf, 


” 


Since to die is the common Lot, my 
Friend has not herein a worſe Fate thag 
others of Mankind. She is but. gone bes 
fore, we mult all follow. her in the ſame 
Track. I have not a harder Fortune than; 
others, in that my Relations are Mortal, 
for all Mens are ſo: And if I am depriy'd of | 
ſo dear a Relation to Day, ſome others were 

riv'd of one as dearYeſterday.and others. 
muſt ſuffer ſuch a Loſs ro Morrow. The Poet. 
makes a Brave Woman harden and fortifie. 
ber ſelf with this Conſideration. "= 


My Sons by Death are raviſht from my Side, 

And I a Widdow am, who was a Bride : 

"If tom not this ſeleited to be croft, 

" Others their Sons and Hubands too have lo#t. | 
” Eurip. in Plur, Conl. 


- If all Men are Mortal, then my Enemies; 
ae ſo as well amy Friends. And as the< 
Comfort and Uſefulneſs of the one to mg, 4 
s of uncertain Duration, and myſt . needs!? 
=” come 
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come to an end, fo the Perſecution of the ** 
others is in the ſame State: If-my Dem 4 
Friend was' ſfnatch'd away full of Kind 
Thoughts and Purpoſes towards Me, my{® 
Enemies may be taken too in the midſt « 
their Malicious Projects againſt me. | 
If all Men are Mortal, then am-I ſo too;Þl ;, 
I muft expe& to be called away er long 
from this World : I ſhall not always, then, * 
ſtand-in need of the Kindneſs of my Friends of 
here, nor be expoſed to the Malice of of 
Enemies ; the Time: grows every dayfi* 
leſs and leſs that I have-to ſtay behind] © 
after my Departed Friend: Ir is very it O 
then, that my Sorrow for her-Departu d 
ſhould grow leſs and leſs too, becauſe by} 
this means the time. approaches . of ourÞj ** 
Happy Meeting 22ain: -L ſhould be very 
' Fooliſh, if I ſhould greatly troable my-ſell 
for what happens to me in' a Place wher& 
am not likely to make any 4ohg abode 
The little ezme I have to live, tells meil 
cannot ſpare much to ſpend in Grief fot 
the Death of another; I have. my owl 
Death to prepare for, which I muſt do 
"2 far better way of ſpending my time, 
in a- Sullen Diſfcontent and Grief. 


Te 


'Follies and Sins — my Immoderate 


Sorrow for-the Death of my Friendg woulil 
"render me- unfit"to meet my own-Death 
*with Comfort. i moſt take carevs kive | 


% =& well, | © 
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hiwell, it I would Die comfortably ; and 
| : diligently ſpend my Life in ſuch 
df Duties as the Providence of God has given 
mime here to perform. 


| 2. It may be conſt- 

ll ces Ged dered and improved 
8 </al '« Hime of eu”) to the moderating of 
nl ourGrief for the Death 
48 of thoſe we Love, That it is the Providence 
aff of God which chuſes the time of every Per- 
vi ſons Death: There 1s not any thing that 
| comes to paſs in this World, without the 
+8 Operation or Permiſſion of Divine Provi- 
dence : Not a Sparrow falls to the Ground 
$1 without it: Our Saviour tells us ( Mat. 
e020. 29.) It is the Juſt Prerogative of the 
Creator, to kill and to make alive as he 
fes. He who when he pleaſed gave 
y Dear Relation Birth, and brought her 
the World, when he faw fit removed 
from hence again: It was he that gave 
to me at my Dehre, who has now taken 
away again; and what have I todo, 
with that good Man, to ſay, The Lord 
, and the Loyd bath taken away, Bleſſed 
the Name of the Lord, There was alarge 
that E had her not, then I did nos 
z for the want of her, why ſhould I 
Know ? Is it worſe with me now than 
?.1f I fay fo, 1 muſt fay it hd 
D becm 
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been better 1 had neyer had her ; 90 en 
I accyſe the Providence of God, as 

me a Diskindnefs in that which I once 
thought a mighty Favour : And at this 
rate it would be hard even for God himſelf 
ro pleaſe my various Mind. If I do ngt 
accuſtom my felf to ſubmit and be con; 
tented with every thing that he allots mg, 
it will be a great Hazard that I ſhall not be 
contented with any thing. 

If it pleaſes God to take away from me 
any Comfort of this Life, which he ſome- 
time lent, 1 have no right to blame nor be 
angry with him for thisz he does herein 
what he will but with thatwhich 1s his own 
my Enjoyments are more his then mine, 
even while I have them; they are but lent 
to me, and I am a very Ungrateful and 
Rude Creditor if I quarrel with him who 
comes to demand his Loan : I was bound 
to be thankful to him while 1 enjoy'd the 
Comfort and Benefit of it, this I can eaſil 
grant: But then I muſt yield that I am ſti 
bound to be Thankful for it ; for though 
have not that Benefit now, yet I had it, an 
thereby I remain Eternally obliged : I'o 
to be thankful for that he lent me his Giff 
ſo long, and did not recall it ſooner. If 
Murmur and Repine at God's Diſpoſal 
his Hwn, 1 oppoſe ee WY to his; 2 
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ontof his Hands, at leaſt fo far as concerns 
mand my Friends: Which doubtleſs is a 
fery Fooliſh Wiſh, as it is a Vain one ; and 
would be but Unhappy to me if I could ob- 
tain it. Even the Light of Nature ſug- 
geſted, that *tis but Juſt we ſhould patiently 
fibmit in all things to the Will of God. 
The Pythagoreans ſpeak handſomly to this 
purpoſe, Toys Plntarth : 


I Bear patiently what Is by Heav'n are ſent, 
-2 And add not to your Griefs by Diſcontent. 


7 And he quotes the Tragcdian eAſchylud, 
faying, 
WiHe fore of Wiſdom and of Vertue bath, 


biF/oom nothing from the Gods provoke to Wrath. 
Ols 


biho can poſlibly be ſo fit to diſpoſe,of 
things, as he who is infinitely Wiſe, and: 

iff, and Good? Though the Great God. 
E nniverſal Sovereign of. the World, yet hs. 
bes not. diſpoſe of things. by an. abſolute 
ied Sovereignty ; but. as he is Good, and 
Nie, and” Righteous too, ſo he exerciſes 
overeignty according, to; the Direion, 
Fe may tay, of theſe Artzibyres: "Thexe 
| Fuch Abſolute. Di nas D, 
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34 

The Nations now may fing Its 

Their Foys, fmce God Re Reign F 
He Rules with Wiſdem, this Grow Judy - | 

' Will Righteouſneſs maintain. hs Traaf 

4 

And again in Pal. 8g, he ſays, ;4 


-The FYorld, with all therein, Great Lord, s thine, 
3 All made from nothing by thy powerful Voice ; 
> The fullneſs of the well. repleniſh d Earth 

Is thine, and all things in thy Care rejoyce, 


Thy mighty Pow'r, without controle, EffeRts 
Thy Hill, and does not a Reſiſtance fear ; 
Tet Tender Mercy, Exatt Righteouſneſs, 
And Stedfaſt Truth, in all thy Rule appear. 


It were not for our Intereſt to be at-onr 
own Diſpoſal : For though perhaps we 
ſhould be for the moſt part kind enough 
to our ſelves, yet our Ignorance and want 
of Wiſdom would often make vs hurt our 
ſelves. God's Wiſdom knows what is belt 
for us, and his Goodneſs will always chuſe 
that fora good Man z and his Righteouſneſs 
Sing, chat that he will certainly never do % 
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the Exerciſes of theſe Attribntes: *' And vhis 
the, Inſpired Pſalmiſt teaches us, 'P/al. 590: 
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that be amay not ſee the Troubles and Cala- 
mities which may befall. his Country or, his 
Family. So he call'd away the good Joſiah 
at Thirty Nine Years of Age, and from al! 
the Honour and Felicity of a Throne : And 
he good'Son-of wicked Jeroboam, while he 
as bur yet a Child. Ir is well for good 
Perſons, that their Time of Life is in the 
Hands of God, and at his Diſpoſal alone ; 
if it were in the Hands of their Friends, 
they would detain them here too long, 
amidſt the Dangers, Fears and Conflifts of 
this World : And if it were at the Diſpoſal 
of their Enemies, they would hurry them 
from hence too ſoon from the good Service 
they do ; and that themſelves might be at 
the more Liberty todo Miſchief : If 1 am 
glad myown Time is in God's Hand, I may 
be contented that my dear Friend's Time 
was ſo too, He does not take away a good 
Man before he is fit ro die ; for as ſuch, he 
i always {a: And then his Death does ne- 
Fer come too ſoon for his Advantage, let it 
xome when 1t will. 
f Ir is a Kindneſs to be removed from this 
Zroubleſome World when\we are prepar'd 
For. a better ; and the ſooner we obtain 
;pur Diſmiſſion, it ſeems to be the better for 
vs. The choſen Veſle]l, to whom to live 


awas/Chriſt, and who coral liv'd to 
Fnrpſn 5 cont beter it, ber for alien 
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$4 (onſolations tos Friend. 
To depart and-be with Chriſt, than to. ſtay 
here ; and he defir'd it as a thing that 
would be gainfol to him. We very often 
fee, that thoſe who arrive to an extraordi- 
nary Degree and Ripeneſs of Piety and Vit- 
cue in early Years, are alſo early diſmiſt 
from this World ; which doubtleſs, is not 
ont of Diſpleaſure, but out of Fayour to 
them. The Moraliſt ſays, Vertuous Mea 
die in the Prime of their Years, by the 
Kindneſs of the Gods to whom they are pe- 
culiarly dear, And he quotes Menander, 
ſaying to this Purpoſe : 


H/hom God does take care for, and love, 

They die young bere to live above, 
I VAY 
Squat 

The Cafe of my departed pious Friend 
then,*is this : Ilov'd her, and ſhe was moſt 
peaking to me by her excellent Accompliſh- 
ments, .and for theſe Reaſons I would fain 
have detained her here ; And God loved 
her.coo, and ſhe was pleaſing to him, and 
To by taken her” to himſelf; and what have 
Tto fay tg this Af any thing, fore 1 ſhould 


£4 ne on Las neces, and thank him, on 
/ ; of 
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: now ſomewhat the more 
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Conſolatians to « Friend. 
yants departed. this Life in. thy Faith and 
Fear. | . 

121f my Friend dies in. the Prime of; her 
Years ( as your dear Companion did ), ſhe 
then eſcapes the heavy Infirmities of Old 
Age, which tothe moſt of Men comes at- 
tended with many, and thoſe very gric- 


yous Inconveniences, Of which one ſpeaks 
thus : 4 


, Long Life oppreſt with many Woes, 
. Meets more, the further ſtill it goes, 


And another deſcribes that Unhappy Aﬀe 
of Life thus, 


The Evils of frail Life oppreſs the Old ; 
L ooſe wither'd Skin does their ſhrunk Limbs enfold: 
Their Senſes fail,their Foynts grow ſtiff; and through 
Their Veins not Blood, but WWatry Humours flow. 
Their trembling Bodies with a Staff they ſtay, 

Nor do they breath, but ſigh the Time away : ,_ 

. . While Anxious Thoughts afflit the weary Mind, 

' Through want of Sleep no Eaſe from them they find. 


One very fitly compares an Early 
'Death to a Man's going away from an En- 
tertainment before he becomes abſurd, and 
Jefr the feeble Staggerings and Dotage of 
;Drunkenneſs overtake him. And. the up- 
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$6 Conſolations-to & Friend. 
Ignorance and Folly, and the Pride of 
Youth, is commonly more uneafie and. vex- 
atious than all its-own Infirmities, But 
from all theſe-things, my departed Friend 
is deliver*d and ſecur'd-for/ever., -* © * 

It is not at all: the worſe for her; that 
ſhe had not a long Liſe, meerly upon that 
Account : That Life is not the beſt which is 
longeſt only, + And when we go to God, it 
will not be enquired, how long we have 
liv'd, but how well. And the ſhort Life 
of one Perſon, may obtain from him 'much 
more Applauſe, and much greater Rewards 
than the longer Life of another, If my 


departed Friend was very induftrious in the 
Duties of her Place, ſhe.might live much in 


a little Time. If ſhe had form'd great Pro- 
jets and Deſigns for the Glory of God, 
and the Benefit of Mankind : God who in- 
ſpird her withithet, accepts the Will for 
the Deed, ſince he does not allow her Time 
to put them in Execution : And .is.now re- 
warding her for her good Deſigns. 


3. We ſhould careful- 
We fbeuld confider 1y obſerve what Circum- 


the Circumſtances of : 
rhe Death we lamen;; ances may befound in 


which may alleviate the Death which we la- 
eur Sorrow. ment, that may be pro- 
per to alleviate our Sor- 
row for it, For *tis very true, what the 
Phi- 
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Philoſopher ſays, that every thing has two 


Handles, the one tolerable, and the other 


intolerable. : ( Epi&#, "Cap: 65.) It is our 


Wiſdom then, to take every thing which 
happens to us, -by that which"is tolerable ; 

for then it will do us leaſt Harm, and be 
leaſt grievous to us.” Some Circumſtances 
may aggravate, ſome may alleviate the 
fame thing, And perhaps from the very 
ſame Circumſtances, Paſſion may draw Vex- 
ation 3 from which, pure Reaſon and 2 
compoſed Mind would deriveAlleviations of 
the Evil. We have all of us but too fre- 
quent Reaſon, through Negleft of this WiſV 
dom, to apply to our ſelves what a Devout 
Perſon, much to this Purpoſe ſings. 


Unhappy we, ; 3 abr Fanlt, JW3t 

© Ts weaur Life ? ; 30s 
The World preſents a furniſhe Shop, ie] 
' But we the Tools miſuſe. =o 


So have T ſeen a fooliſh Child, 
If Nurſe but turn her Eye ; 
Inſtead of Haft, take bold o'th* Blade, 
And cut 14 ſelf, and cry. 
(That fooksſo' Child, als, am T1; y_ =_ WY 
oi 4/7591 or for |... es. ne Gabba 
| Mi Lord, eu not thy Face away, KC Vat 
| Reſt Imp I my) {elf unde,  Reform'dDevor. Hymnzy 
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58 Conſolations to 4 Friend. 
..4 ought then zofeek and/cnquire if, thereÞ y 
may not. be found ſuch Circumſtances: in thefl c 
Death of my dear Friend, as may alleviate} 1! 
and ſoften the Affliction. 10 

, And it is conſiderable, to this Purpoſs, || 
that ſhe did not die by the Hands of Crug, 
Men : I did not ſee her chain'd to a Stake 
and burnt alive; nor torn in pieces by Wild] g 
Beaſts z nor broil'd on a Gridiron,...natÞg 
frozen to Death in Water, nor nail'd to 6 
Croſs : She did not die by flow Torture fy 
along lingring Death : As many pious Soulg || x 
highly belov'd of Heaven, and of whogf g 
this World was not worthy, have done ff x 
She was not, in her Death, made a Speftafg 
cle to the World; not expos'd to the} g 
Scorn, nor ſacrificed to the Malice of " þ 


Enemies : But died by the gentle Hand 

God, a kind Father, in her Bed; and j 
laid to Reſt in her Grave, among the Sepul 
chers of her Anceſtours, She was ng 
mmatch*d away from me all at once, by an 
Apoplexy, or any ſuch ſudden Death, | 
had the Warning of ſome Days to prepare, 
as well as I could, for the worſt Event; 
And ſhe had ſo much Warning to compleat 
her Fitneſs to die, or to put her ſelf into a 
aftual Diſpoſedneſs for it. - And as hel 
Death was not ſo ſudden as to be altyr 
gether a Surprize, ſo neither was be 
Sickneſs long:and tedious, - A .ronen'f 
Ri1n'F/ wil 
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ref with- what an Admirable Patience, and 
he] Conſtancy of Mind -, ſhe bore the worſt 
Key Inconveniences of it, 

Ir may be a great fatisfation to me to 
ls | cohſider , That the Providence of God 
I otter'd this to befall her when I could 
kelle preſent, and perform the laſt Offices of 
WH my Love. That it did not happen at ſuch 
Afgtime when I might have heen call'd away, 
MY md at a great diſtance from her : So ſhe had 
the Comfort of my Love to the laſt mo- 
Is ments of her Life. And doubtleſs it pleaſed, 
AI ad comforted her much, and allay'd her 
ef &fiction, to ſee that ſhe enjoy*d in her di- 
+0 Freſs, the diligent and careful Attendance 
he} 6f ſo dear a Friend. And if_this ſoftned 
of - Affliction, it may juſtly leſſen my Sor- 
WE row for what ſhe endur'd. I may be fatis- 
VF fed too in this, That I ſought and procur'd 
IF forher the beſt means and helps to recover, 
that Art or Nature could afford : That no- 
ing was wanting in Care or Endeavour 

any part, to have retain'd her amongft 
us.” It was evidently God's bleſſed Will to 
tike her hence : And his Will be done. 

'BAs ſhe was Virtuous and Pious, ſhe was 
M# the ſame meaſure willing to Die ; and 
idle to receive her Death with an undaunt- 
& Couraze and Reſolution, Virtue is an 
Efay.,” a kind of Preludium of Dying z 
ﬀ Rxfortifics qur AﬀeCtions to this vain 

We World, 
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Werid, and fixes them on bettey Objes, 
thesGifts and Felicities of Heaven,” 'F& one 
that has wean'd' her Heart from this Life, 
and is in the Temper and Diſpoſition/wt 
her Mind Dead to this World, it is no very 
ucouth, no very grievous thing to Dre, 
My Friend -was practiſing Death by Degtcts 
while ſhe liv*d ; and morrtified firſt one A 
feftion, then another. That ſhe muſt naw 
leave all her Enjoyments, did not munh 
grieve her, becauſe ſhe had been gradually 
Jeaving them before ; ſhe had been ſep 
eating her Heart from them. To make 
the burden of Dying the more eaſie to bear, 
he Took it up by Parcels; and ſo having de 
Hrer d her ſelf from them, ſhe did nor bem 
it all at once. . Thus it came to pals, that 
M& was no ſooner ſenſible ſhe muſt Die, thar 
willing to do ſo, She was ready to rehg 
up her good Soul into che Hands of a Faith 
fol Creator: And ſhe, whoſe Death I aff 
rempted inordinately to' Lament, did ng 
at all Lament for it her ſelf. -Her willing 
Submiſſion and Reſignation to the Divimt 
Diſpoſal, ſhould teach me the ſame thing 
She went away, perhaps, not only cot 
rented, but joyful that ſhe was to'go. Tho 
her Love to me, and her Wiſdom, might 
make her Conceal that ſhe was willing to 
leave me yet ſhe was glad, I may believg, 
to find that ſhe bad finiſh'd her —_— 
"rr c 
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ts 1 ſhe, vas) come to the End of a dangerous 
ne Warfare, of a weary Race: That ſhe was 
fe pyoing to receive her Maſters kind Ap- 
off plauſe. She was glad that ſhe was going te 
ry} the dear Embraces of her Celeſtial Lover g 
| tathe charming Preſence of Jeſus the Prince 
:&f of? Loves. She had, it may be, ſach fores 
\f.þ thits of the Heavenly Bliſs, as even raviſht 
her Soul away : She long'd to partake of 
more of that which was here fo pleaſant, 
atid flew to it upon the ſtrong Wings of ar- 
dent Deſire: And if it was thus with her, 
wit might be, though her Diſtemper made 
her not able to expreſs 4t ; then *tis very 
iacongruous, that I ſhould attend her Tri- 
mnph and Joy with my immoderate Sor+ 
tow and Tears. | 
14t may be conſider?d too as an Allay of her 
Departure, that ſhe had not thoſe Hoſtages 
leave to the unkind World, which tender 
Mothers: are often fo loth to part with. 
and as it inay-comfort me to conſider, that 
her Death wanted this unhappy Circum- 
tance to make it the more vuneaſie to her 
felf;- ſo Iam hereby deliver'd from an Ag- 
gravation of her Departure, which would 
tave made it the more uneafie to me. If I 
twſt'have been concern'd on their account, 
Wd have been troubled with a ſenſe of the 
$f they had ſuſtain'd ; and if ſo much the 
__— have beeioabe.Buidea af 
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my Shoulders alone upon her leaving me; 
which muſt have been if ſhe had left me 
any ſuch Objefts of my une 
. In all Afitions 
It ſhould be confider'd, _ Loſſes, we may 


TT 'hings we ill noderate our Sorrow 
by conſidering what 
good things are ſtill left us. The Philoſo- 
pher thought, that the calling to mind, and 
the letting our Thoughts ſtay upon the 
comfortable and happyCircumſtances which 
are paſt and gone, might be of uſe to Alle: 
viate Sorrow ; therefore he ſays, He who 
calls proſperous things to Mind, and turns 
ing his Thoughts from dark, and melan! 
choly Objedts, fixes them on bright and 
chearful ones. He will either quite extin- 
guiſh his Grief, or by allaying it with z 
ſenſe of contrary things, render it weak 
and Feeble: For as a Perfume ( ſays he 
brings Delight to the Noſtrils, and alſo 
fortifies them againſt 11] ſmells ; ſo the re- 
membrance of Happineſs gives necef[a 
aſliſtance in Adverſity to thoſe: who will ofe 
it. Have I nor taken fatisfaftion hereto- 
fore, to reflect upon the obliging and charm- 
ing Converſation of my Friend, when my 
Afﬀairs have kept me abſent from her ? And 
have not ſuch Refleftions ſweetned and al- 
lay'd that Abſence ? Why then ſhould-not 


ſuch Refieftions do me the ſame KindneſW" 


ſtill? 
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Rill? I{yL4let.-this Impertinent Thovghr 
afflict;me,.-that I muſt no more enjoy: the 
ſame Delight, ir will deprive me too of all 
1s | the, Uſe, and Comfort, and Pleaſure, of what 
|, bave enjoy'd ; which would make my Con- 
dition ſtill mach the worſe. 
, But if it be uſeful to alleviate our -Sor- 
row, to remember the good things which 
had, and refiect upon the Delight which 
y afforded us ; it muſt be certainly much 
re uſeful to look upon thoſe good things 
hat remain with us, and entertain oor 
Thoughts with the Advantages and Accom= 
ations of them. As there is no Condi» 
tion of Life that is perfe&tly Happy, and 
med with all Good, and exempteit 
om all manner of Evil; fo there is not 


one ſo perfectly Miſerable and Grievous; 
t ſomewhat that 1s Convenient and Com- 
ble may be obſerved in it: And it is: 
or Wiſdom to take notice of whatever is 
, | @mmadious and Comfortable. 


v 
, Some Good things, with the Evil, ſtill are jojn'd, 
And in ſiritt Union mutually combin'd ; 

The Checker'd Work does Beautiful appear, 

And what # Sweet, allays the more Severe, 


Eurip. in Plut. de Trang. 


4 e ought not to be diſcouraged, nor 
ed in onr- Afﬀiiftions, but imitate the 
F112 Muſicians, 
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Muſicians, asone ſays, who drown the harſh 
Cadencies with others which more Careſs ff 
the Ear: We by tempering our Adverſe |\ 
Fortune with what is more Proſperous, |] 
ſhould render our Lives as equal and asft 
Pleaſant as we can. Whatever our Condi- 
tion of Life is, this Weapon againſt Grief 
is neceſſary to us z unleſs there were any 
State of Life on Earth which were perfectly 
Happy. ln the greateſt Afﬀuence of Worldly 
Goods we ſhall want ſomething, and ſhall 
be apt to think we want more than we do; 
But if we will not take notice of what we 
have, and will let our ſelves be always 
pining after what we want or deſire, we 
| ſhall be continually tormented with Grief 
and Diſcontent 
I wil) conſider then, that through the 
Favour of God, I have many things very 
Comfortable ſtill left me, to allay the Lof 
of this one ; I have loſt one Friend, and in- 
deed the neareſt and Deareſt I had, but | 
have till a great many more, who will all 


c 
c 
l 
l 


: 


readily do their utmoſt to render this Loſs 
as eaſie and tolerable as. they can 5 


there are Thouſands of Good People pity 
me, and daily recommend me in their Fer- | # 
vent Prayers to the Father of Mercies. | 
have ſome Diligent and Faithful Servants 
ro aſſiſt me in my Afﬀairsz and I have 3| i 
good Eſteem and Reputation in the Warly I 


J 
[f 
L 
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ſh Jlhave ſtill, Thanks be to God, that Plenti- 
(3 Fful or Competent Fortune which he has pro* 
ſe [vided ro Comfort. my Paſſage through this 
s, World: If I Lament that,,ſhe I loyed is 
as [taken away from Plenceous and Happy Cir- 
i- | cumſtances. which . we-enjoy?d together , 
ef ought to allay -my. Grief , by conſidering 
at the ſame, Happy Circumſtances are COn- 
tnued to me, though ſhe be removed. And, 
lyJas the Philoſopher wiſely ſpeaks, it is not 
ll J ro be eſteemed a great Evil to want tie 
>: things, and but a ſmall Benefit to enjoy 
vel them: If then ſhe has a great Loſs and 
Unhappineſs in being taken away from our 
Proſperous Circumſtances, I have a great 
Favour and Benefit afforded me that I am 
ſtill left to enjoy them. 
+. Others, I] may believe, account me very 
lappy in the Circumſtances which I have, 
tho want a great deal of that which I ſhall 
enjoy : And if they account me Happy, why 
ſhovld 1. judge.my. ſelf Miſerable? They 
may. perhaps pretend to be very Sorry for 
y Misforcune, and come to Condole it : 
bor this. is meer Pretence, They ſtil] ac- 
count my Condition better than their own. 
riſtippes was ſenſible of this, who when 
had loſt a noble Farm, and one 


with great Profeſſions of Sorrow for 
EF: Loſs, he asked of that Perſon, whether 
H 
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ad more than one Field ? He granted 
E that 
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that he had not: And have not I (ſays he)} 


three ſtill left me? This was granted too: 
Have not I then (replied Ariſtippms) more 
reaſon to condole your Misfortune,than you 
mine. It 1s excellent Advice which the Phi- 
loſopher (Plut.) gives his Wife to this pur- 
poſe, upon the Death of their Beloved 
Daughter, Do not yon (ſaid he) take no- 
tice of the Tears and Moans of ſuch as vilit 
you, condoling your Misfortunes, for their 
Tears and Sighs are things of courſe. But 
rather do you conſider, how Happy every 
one of them eſteems yon for the Circum- 


ſtances which you are ſtill in, notwithſtandſ 


ing your Loſs. For it would be an ill thing, 
if, while others covet your Fortune, though 
ſallied with this Affliction, you ſhould your 
ſolf deſpiſe what you enjoy; and throogh 
too much Senſe of your AMiction, ſhould 
forget that Gratefulneſs which you owe fot 
the Happineſs which remains nntouch'd. 
He certainly did well, to mention the Gra- 
titude we owe for what we ſtill enjoy ; for 
it is doubtleſs an Ingratitude to the Supreme 
Diſpoſer of all things, and ſo a Sin againſt 
God, to let the Senſe of any Loſs deprive 
us of all Senſe and Comfort in what remains 
with us: And this muſt, then, be a great 
Provecation to Almighty God , to take 
away even what is left ns too. I muſt take 
care therefore that I do not make my ſelf 
unwor- 
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4nworthy of what I have, by my Grief for 


the Enjoyment 1 have loſtz and that I 4b 
not put my ſelf in danger of more Afﬀfiiftion, 
dy an undve Behaviour under what 1 ſuffer 
wready. Since my Sorrow ariſes from my 
preſent Loſs, I ought, in Wiſdom, to take 


care that it may not expoſe me to greater 


Loſſes. Do I not grieve, becaufe I would 
not (if it might pleaſe God ) loſe thoſe 


Tood things which are the Comforts and 


Supports of my Life g and {hall I, then, fo 
grieve for the loſs of one,. as to occaſion 
and procure the loſs of more ? 

If 1 refuſe to take any Comfort in what 
I ſtill enjoy, I do more towards my own 
Miſery and Vexation, than the Providence 
of God has done: And in that caſe, whom 


-have I moſt reaſon and caufe ro be angry 


with ? Shall we imitate, fays one, the Sordid 
Miſer, who having heaped together a great 
deal of Riches, never enjoys what he has 
in Poſſeſſion ; but yet will fadly Bewail if 
he chances to loſe it? 1 onght:to be as Juſt 
to what 1 have, as to what I have loſt : Is 
It not becauſe 1 valued, and took great De- 
4ight in that, while I had it; that "cis now 
'a matter of Grief to me to loſe it? And 
why then ſhould 1 not valve and take Qe- . 
Jight in what 1 ſtill enjoy ? Should | grieve 
for theſe things too if they were taken away ? 
And ſhall I then condemn my felf ro the 

| E 2 Abſurdity 
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Abſurdity and Miſery of valuing and loving 
things only when they are gone, and not at 
all while they are with me ? 

If all things elfe were taken from me 
(you may ſay) yet it were a Comfort worth 
taking notice of, that I have (ſtill my ſelf 
lefr. If one ſhould ask me, whether 1 ever 
had any thing which I could account more 
valuable and precious than my felf ? 1 
ſhould be likely to ſay Not. If then 1 have 
command of my ſelf, I poſſeſs that ſtill 
which I would not Joſe, and which Fortune 
cannot take from me. Thus a great Man in 
his Affliction ſpoke to himſelf ( Boer. L. 2. de 
Conſol. Philof.) 1s it for my own ſake, a Man 
may ſay, that I am troubled at this Loſs! 
[Then I value my ſelf more than the thing | 
have loſt: And then I ought to be com- 
forted in this that I ſtill poſſeſs my felt. 
Our Bleſſed Saviour ſaggeſts this Argument, 
when he ſays, The Life i more than Meat, 
and the Body than Raiment. | may conſider, 
then, that I have (thanks be to God) a good 
Enjoyment of my ſelf in the HealthfulState 
of my tody: Thave, or may have, a good 
Enjoyment of my own Mind, and the Ac- 
compliſhments athd Ornaments of that, if l 
do not let immoderate Paſſions deprive me 
of theſe: I have ſtill that Courage and Re- 
ſolution to Undertake, that Induſtry and 
Skill to Manage and ConduCt, and thar Con- 
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ſtancy and Steadinefs of Mind to proſecute 
any Deſigns of Importance, which through 
the Favour of God have heretofore ſo well 
ſucceeded to me. A Man may retain his 
Virtue ſtill, and enjoy the Happy Conſola- 
tions and Applauſes of a Good Conſcience 
under all his outward Loſſes: He may ſay, 
I have not in this Loſs parted with my 
Hopes of Heaven, and of the Enjoyment of 
Eternal good things there: Thus I poſleſs 
ſtill, through the Favour of God , thoſe 
things, which in the beſt of my days, were 
the beſt things I had : And it 1s the peculi- 
ar happy Advantage of theſe things, that 
they ſhall never be loſt, nor can be taken 
from me, unleſs I will, 


5. It is very fittoal- 
God is always the Jay even the greateſt 


Good Man's Fried. affiiftion, to conſider, 


| That God is always the 
Good Man's Friend. A peculiar Favour he 
always has for ſuch : They pleaſe him in 
their Aftions, and they bear his Image and 
Reſemblance : And his Favour to them 1s 


.every where aſſur*d in his Revelations of 


himſelf. The Lord ordereth a Good Man's 
Goings , we are told, and maketh bis Way 
acceptable to himſelf. They that are of a fro- 


ward or perverſe Heart, are an Abomination 
*0 the Lord, but ſuch as are upright in their 


E 3 Way, 
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Way, are his Delight, And the Wiſe Man 
ſays, He loveth bim that followeth after Righ- 
rteouſneſs : The Lord is far from the Wicked, 
but he bearetb the Prayer of the Righteous. We 
find this Truth very often and very joyfully 
celebrated by a good. Man, and own'd to 
have been his frequent Experience; and 
he too, was a Perſon that was exerciſed 
with very many Affiictions; I mean the 
greateſt King, and the ſweet Singer of //- 
racl;, whoſays (in P/al. 34. for Inſtance, ) 


pl 
E: 


God loves the Righteous, and on them 
He cafts a Gracious Eye : 

Hy Ear's attentive to their Swts, 
And open to their Cry. 


Nor do they cry in vain: wiſh'd Help 
And Eaſe their Troubles have : 
Gerd will draw near to broben Hearts, 

And contrite Spirits ſave. 


Tho' Good Men oft affii&ed are, 
At length God ſets them free: 
Hy Care does to their Bodies reach, 

No Bone ſhall broken be. 


Bad Men ſhall periſh when they're plagu'd, 
Pith all herbs the Fuſt ; _ 
Whom God will keep, and neverfasl, 
Their Hopes that owhim Truſt, Pats, TranC 


And 
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And in the ſame Pſalm, he declares theſe 


great things to have been his own happy 
Experience : And ſays, 


I ſought the Lord in my Diſtreſs, 


' 09 tw bo © wo 


And graciouſly he heard : 
His Timely Succours did prevent 
The threatning Harm I ſear'd. 


Bleſt Angels, which on God attend, 


Net, wait & encompaſs ſuch 
As fear him, to preſerve themſafe, 
Woen Dangers near approach. 


O Taſte and ſee, as Thave done ; 
And then confeſs you muſt, 

That God is good, and they are bleſt, 
That in by Goodneſs truſt. — Ib. 
But if God be the Good Man's Friend, 

every Man may fay, then,he may be mine : 

It is but my becoming a Good Man, and I 

ſhall certainly have him fo : And what Joys, 

what mighty Conſolations will this afford, 
to have God my Friend ! To be a Favourite 
of the King of Heaven ! Of an infinite Be- 
ing ! Of the Fountain of Good ! Of the Su- 
pream Governour and Diſpoſer of all 
things! Of the Eternal, the Unchangable 

God ! His Favour and Friendſhip is a ſure, 

and a moſt uſeful Poſſeſſion, « '1 will do 


more for me, than any other thing can do. 
E 4 It 
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It is the greateſt and happieſt Advantage 
that a poor, weak, mortal Creature can at- 


tain. And this too, the Royal Pſalmiſt 
ſweetly ſings, ( P/al. 4.) . 


Tho' others in Diſtruſt of thee, 
To other Succours fly, 

Thou art my Hope ; Lord caſt on me 
A Favourable. Eye. 


Thy Love more chears my Heart, than when 
Their Corn has wiſh'd Increaſe ; 

Or when a happy Vintage makes 
Their Wine o erflow the Preſs. 


Down will Tlie in Peace, and Sleep 
Shall cloſe-my wearied Eyes ; 
No Fears diſturb me whilſt I know 
In God my Safety lies. Patr. Tran], 


If the great and good God, then, be my - 


Friend, | ſhall not, if he pleaſes, ſee any 
ill Conſequences of my preſent Loſs : The 
greateſt Affliftion of it ſhall be the Loſs it 
ſelf; and it may be perhaps, intended and 
ſent as a Ballaſt, to keep my Mind ſteady, 
and in good Order, 'in ſome great Felicity 
that he intends me 5 thoſe proſperous Gales 
might overſet my Wiſdom and Virtue with- 
onr'it, and the Conſequence of that might 
be the ſpeedy ruine of my Proſperity too. 
If it pleaſes God, he will make vp this Loſs 
tO, 
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to me, in ſach ways as his Wiſdom ſees fit- 
eſt for me. Have l loſt a Friend that was 
very Wiſe, and capable to afford good 
Counſel | in matters of Difficulty ? I have in 
him a'Friend of infinite Wiſdom. Was 
my departed Friend very kind, very tender 
of my Comfort, and concernd for my In» 
tereſts ? There is no Lover like the God of 
Love, or ſo kind as he, who is abundant in 
Goodneſs. I am indeed well-aſſur'd that my 
departed Friend was faithful, and wovld 
have been always true : And can any one 
be more faithful and true, than the God of 
Truth. And to all this may add, for my 
Comfort, the conſideration of his Almighty 
Power. In many things ſhe found her ſelf 
able to do no more for me, than to wiſh 
my Advantage z but the Almighty God can 
do what he pleaſes : She might in many 
Caſes want Power, or Opportrnity to 
do me kindneſs, but theſe the ſupream di- 
ſpoſer of all things can never want. He 
certainly can ſupply the abſence of any 
Creature, and eaſily find out ways to 
make this Want and Loſs unſenſible to 
me: 'i hat which I think a--intolerable Af- 
liftion, he will, if he ſees good, render a 
very light one, or ſo deal with me as to 
make me account it none at all. 
But-if this ſhall prove an Aflition to me, 
and draw more in collſequenice along with 
it, 
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it, this muſt not diſcourage nor deject me 
for I may notwithſtanding this, be an Ob- 
ject of the Divine Favour. The wiſe Man 
fays, The Righteous, and the Wiſe, and their 
Works, are in the Hand of God : No Man 
krowerh either love or hatred by all that 1: be- 
Fore them. Which another Wiſe Man ex. 
plains in an excellent Paraphraſe thus : 
© Though good Men, and prudent, are yns 
© der the Care of God (which muſt ſatisfie 
*chem in all Events ) by whoſe ſpecial Pro- 
« vidence, both they and their Under- 
* takings and Afﬀairs, are approv'd, dis 
© rected, govern'd, and defended $g yet 
*( ſuch a Secret there is in it ) they prove 
* ſometimes ſo unfucceſsful, that no Man 
* can know, by any thing that befals them, 
< or others, how God ſtands affected to- 
<& wards them; but will conclude very falſly, 
« if he: judge that God loves him, . who 
© hath all that his Heart deſires ; or that he 
© hates him who is ſorely zfflicted, ( Bp. of 
Ely, Paraph. in loc ) The wiſe God ſees it 
uſeful and neceſſary, ſometimes to rebuke 
and chaſten thoſe whom he loves (Rev. 3.19,) 
Indulgence and Liherality( as one fays) may 
be extended to Strangers, andeven to Ene- 
mies, but the Kindneſs of Chaſtiſement, 
and CorreQion,. is the peculiar Favour for 
Friends, Children, and Domeſticks. Af- 


flictions are the neceſſary means to make 
ſome 
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ſome Men good, and toconfirm and ſettle 
them in Virtue : They are uſeful to im- 
prove us in Virtue : They ſerve to make us 
humble, diligent, careful z to teach us 
felf-denial, and Temperance, and give us 
2 good Command of our ſelves, and our 
relufſting Appetites: They are uſeful to 
teach us Charity and Mercy, and give us 
teader Compaſſion to the Miſertes and Ca- 
amities of others. They are uſeful to cure 
qur extream and fond Afﬀection to the vain 
Gaods of this World ; And then to- diſpoſe 
vs-to value and ſeek the far better things 
which our Religion propoſes to our Hopes, 
and which our kind Saviour has, at. his own. 
great Loſs, and by great Sufferings, pur- 
chaſed for us, The Holy Spirit. does often 
form, or improve in us, the Virtues and 
Graces which we want, or which moſt need 
lmprovement, by the Affliftions which the 
Providence of God allots us. The Great 
and Holy David acknowledges he had re- 
&v'd this happy Benefit, by thoſe which. 
te had endur'd. He fays ( in Pſal, 16, ) 


Tl bleſs the Lord, even when he makes 
Troubles mine Exerciſe : 
Thoſe ſad and ſolitary Thoughts 
 Inftrutt, and make me wiſe, Parr, Tranſl. 


And 


76 Conſolations to « Friend. 


And again, to the ſame Purpoſe, he ſan 
( Pal. 119.) 


Whilf* 1 was proſperous from thy Righteous Path, 
Too r,,ach I muſt confeſs, I turn'd afide : 
But by thy gentle Chaſtiſements reduc'd, 

I made thy Precepts my continual Guide, 


It is ſaid indeed, that el! things ſhall w 
together for good to them that love God: 
There ſhall be a Concurrent Operation tv 
wards this, in all things that befal them;Þ 
and their Afflictions among other thing 
fhall have a good Effet. And if they proÞ' 
mote our Piety and Virtue, if they are ſer- 
viceable to mortifie and correCt our Paſſions 
and Vices, the Benefits which they confer, 
are moſt happy and eternal ones. But then 
it muſt be obſerv'd, that theſe Benefits are 
wrought by them only, upon thoſe who 
bear their Afiftions well ; who continue in 
the Love of God, while they are afflicted; 
and do not ſuffer themſelves, either to be} al 
angry with God or Men, or dejected at} v 
what they ſuffer. L 

If God be my Friend, he will duly pro-J © 
portion my Sufferings and my Strength ; he : 

C 
b' 
} 


will: certainly lay upon me no more than]* 
he will inable me to bear - If [ ſet my ſelf,” 
and endeavour to bear, with Meekneſs and] 'V 
Patience, whatever is laid upon me : If I} 
calmly,| © 


2 
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calmly, and yet couragiouſly, take vp my 


Croſs when my outward Affliftions abound, 
my Conſoiations and Aſſiſtance ſhall much 
more abound : He will help me to bear, as 
I ought, whatever comes to paſs; if I de- 


fire and endeavour to do fo : I ſhall, to my 
Comfort, find, that although I am afflift- 
ed, I am not forſaken by his Love and 
Care : According to what the Pialmilt 


' ſays, Pal. 9.4. 


il Tho' Good Men for a while chaſtis'd. 


May under Troubles proan : 
” God will not utterly forſake, 
Nor caſt away hs own, Patr, Tranf. 


His Mercy, I may hope, will keep me 


fafe, under all my Sufferings, from the Evil 


of Sin, which is the greateſt, and the worſt 
Evil that I can fall into. Whilſt Iloſe nor 
his Favour, 1 am ſo happy as to enjoy a 


-| Spring of never-failing Joy and Comfort, 


amidſt all my Sorrows and Sufferings ; and 
while I fic in Darkneſs, the Lord ſhall be a 
Light unto me. The Good Man patiently 
enduring, is a SpeCtacle highly pleaſing ro 
God; and the Holy Angels view him with 
Lelight : When they ſee himin a generons 
"Contempt of this World, tearing bis Ad- 
Tverſities without Frowardneſs, or any De- 


*Jection of Spirit: And continuing to love 


God, 
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God, to truſt in him, and perform dili. 
gently, all his Duties, notwithſtandiny 
theſe : This ſhews a brave and generoy 
Love to God, when many Waters cannot 
quench ir, nor the Floods drown it. 
When it pleaſes God, I ſhall fee an hap- 
py End of my Afiftions. I can never fal 
ſo low but he can retrieve me : He bringeth 
down to the Grave, and bringeth up again, 
He will reſtore, if he fees fir, what I have 
loſt with Advantage : And can glve me 
another Companion as Kind, and Good, 
as well accompliſht as ſhe I have loſt ; for 
from him comes every good and perfet 
Gift : It was from lym that ſhe was adorn'd 
and endow'd with ſo many pleaſant and 
endearing Qualifications : And beſides this, 
he may give what he did not before, the 
Bleſling of Poſterity too, if he pleaſes. 


A fruitful Wife, like afair Vines 
With Cluſters ſhall abound, 

And Children, like green Olive Plants, 
My Table ſhall ſurround. 


Pſal. 123. Patr. Fran, 


So well pleas'd we find he was, with the 
Patience of Job under a great Train of Ca- 
lamicies, that he reſtor'd to him with great 
Advantage, the Enjoyments which he bad 
loft : His Eſtate was in all reſpe&s double 
to 


oo 
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to what he loſt ; and he liv'd many years to 
enjoy it: And for ſeven Sons and three 
Daughters loſt, he had ſeven Sons and three 
Daughters given him again ; and he ſaw 
them multiplied into Childrens Children, 
even to Four Generations. He that loves 
me does not delight to Afflict or Grieve the 
Children of Men $ much leſs will he need- 
lefly or ſyperfluouſly Chaſtiſe his Servants. 
If he may then at any time, ſpare his cha- 
ſtiſing Rod without doing me more harm 
therein, he will do ſo. The Pſalmiſt cele- 
brates his goodneſs and gentleneſs in Cor- 
recting, in P/al.103. and ſays, 


The Lord is hind, and Goodneſs is-- 
His Nature and Delight ; 

Slow is his wrath, and though he Chides, 
Would not deſtroy us quite, 


And again, 


A Father's Pity to by Child, 
Than God's is leſſer far ; 

For be conſiders our weak Frame, 
And knows that Duft we are. 


- I may further conſider, and afſure my ſelf, 
That AfMiRtions patiently endur'd, ſhall ob- 
tain hereafter a glorions Reward. And I 
tay comfort my ſelf with this expeCtation, 
% the Pſalmiſt did in a ſtate of great AMi- 


Gon, (P/al.16.) and ſay, There- 
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Therefore my Heart and Tongue rejoyce, 


Is him my Fleſh ſhall truſt ; 
My Soul ſhall not remain m Hell, 
Nor Body in tbe Duſt. 


The Path of Life they both fhall find, 
And in thy preſence taſt, 
Pleafures to full Perfeftion grown, 
And Foys that ever laſt. Patr. Tranſl, 


My preſent Loſles ſhall be my future 
Gains ; my preſent Contempt, my future 
Honours : And as one ſays, 


Tears ſhall take comfort, and turn Gems; 
And Wrongs repent to Diadems. 


And the more my preſent Sufferings are, 
the greater ſhall my future Joys and Glory 
be, I amapt to think my ſelf hardly uſed, 
and that the Providence of God is more 
kind, more favourable to others than to 
me 3 becauſe I think them much leſs afflit- 
ed than my ſelf. Whea all the while he is 
only exerciſing and preparing me for the 
greater degrees of Eternal Glory. He here- 
in gives me opportunity to gain the greater 
Rewards ; and he will aſſiſt me fo that | 
ſhall do it if I will. I ſhould always remem- 
ber, then, and encourage my ſelf with 
what his Meſſenger has told us from him 

con- 
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concerning this matter ; That, theſe /ighe 
Aﬀiittions whith are but for a moment, (ball 
work for me a far more exceedins and- eternal 
weight of Glory. 


6. It may juſtly mo- 


Conſider the many (erate our Grief for the 
wrſcries and vexations 


if rhis mortal Life, Death of thoſe we love, 
| to conlider, the many 
miſeries and vexations of this mortal Life 
which our Friends are deliver'd from. We 
pity them mightily for the good things they 
are taken from :But if we have aright Eſti- 
mation of thoſe good things, and confider 
the Evils mixed with them, we ſhould fe 
reaſon rather to Congratulate- them, aad 
rejoyce for their Deliverance. 
* The good things we enjoy, are weak and 
poor : They have, alas, but a very ſhallow 
Goodneſs , and the greedy and capacious 
Mind of Man ſoon exhauſts the utmoſt of 
it, and then diſdains them, The Objefts 
of our vain Deſires are far better, in our 
Imagination, than in the Enjoyment ; and 
our great Expectations meet with a very 
umeafte Diſappointment. However the 
thing we gain may tranſport us art brit, 
while *ris a Novelty, yer in a little time it 
rows much leſs pleaſant, and at laſt, per- 
aps, diſtaſtful, We want even the Pun- 
gency of ſome Evil, to heighten the _ 
7 F I», 
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of theſe Poor Earthly Goodsz as Hunger 
and Thirſt are neceſlary to the Pleaſures of 
our Meat and Drink - And if any Man had 
a Fortune perfeCtly indulgent, and without 
all Mixture of Affliftion, he would be ab. 
ſolutely ſick of itz and his unmixed, unin- 
terrupted Happineſs would be an — 
to him; juſt asa full and ſated Stomac 

loaths the Hony-Comb, The feeble thing 
too, alters and decays in ufing : LikeFlow- 
ers, for a few Moments, gay and ſweet, 
but ſoon fading and turning to Corruption, 
One Generation of things, as well as of 
Men goes, and another comes, while the 
Earth abides for ever : The Faſhion of this 


World, the pleaſing Forms of things fade 
and vaniſh, though the Matter may remain, 


On which ſad Trough, we have an Elegant 
Deſcant of Augzrellizs to his Friend, upon 
the Death of his Siſter. 


Peter, when thou thi pleaſant World doſt ſee, 
Believe thou ſeeſt meer Dreams and Vanity : 

No real things, but falſe: ; and through the Air, 
Each where an empty ſlippery Scene appear. 

The chirping Birds, the freſh Woods ſhatly Bough!, 
TheLeaves ſhrill //h;ſpers when thelWeſt-wind þtows 
Toe ſwift fierce Grey-hound courſing along the Plain, 
The flying Hare diftreſt 'twixt Fear and Pains : 
The bloomy Maid decking with Flowers her Head, 
"The pladfome caſie Youth by light Love led : 
And whatſee'er bere with admiring Eyes 
Thou ſeemſt to ſee, "ts but a frail Diſouiſe 


Worn 
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Warn by eternal things ; a Paſſive Dreſs, 
Pitt 0% by Beings that are Paſſweleſs. 
Vaughan Flor. Solirud. 


To which that ingenious Tranſlator adds, 
*All the gay Appearances in this Life, 
© ſeem to me but a ſwift Succeſlion of riſing 
«* Clouds, which neither abide in any cer- 
*rain Form, nor continue for ary long 
«© Time. And this 1s that which makes the 
& fore Travel of the Sons of Men, to be no- 
«*thang elſe- but a meer chating of Shad- 
* dows. All 1s but Vanity, ſays the Roy- 
al Philoſopher. And we may take notice 
that he adds Vexartion of Spirit too, as that 
which neceflarily atrends the Vanity, and 
the Diſappointment of our vaſt Expectati- 
6ns therein. Such are the good things which 
this World affords us; andis it then any 
great Loſs or Miſery to part with ſuch poor 
fading Trifles as theſe ? 

To this we muſt alfo joyn, that we are 
here ſurrounded with, and expos*d to innu- 
merable Evils; Man 1s born to Trouble, 
#nd there is commonly a Force and Pongen- 
ty in the Evils we meet with, which makes 
them far more ſenſible and-affefting than 
our Pleaſures. Whether of the two,for in- 
ſtance, has been moſt ſenſible to me, the 


Enjoyment of this Good1 have loſt, or the 
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loſs of it. If the loſs be moſt ſenſible, then 
this diſparages the weak Goodneſs of all 
Earthly Enjoyments, ſince this may be faid 
of the very beſt of them : If the Enjoyment 
was moſt ſenſible and pleaſing, how comes 
the Reliſh of it to be all loſt, and the Joy 
to be quite drown'd, and forgotten in my 
preſent Grief ? Alas, one ſmall Inconve- 
nience can embitter a whole Ocean of theſe 
weak Delights. Let a Man ſuffer an Acute 
Pain but in ſome one part of his Bady, and 
it ſhall make him even a weary of his Life, 
though his Habitation be a ſtately Palace, 
though his Table too be covered with all 
the Dainties which the Air, Earth or Sea 
can afford ; and though he be cloathed with 
the richeſt Silks or Furrs, and adorned with 
Gold and Diamonds. 

The good things we enjoy in this World 
are for the moſt part with great difficulty 
obtain'd ; | 


And theſe to our purſuits are Coy, 
As they prove vain when we Enjoy: 


There are abundance of greedy miſtaken 


- Wretches catching at-every thing that falls, 
. and but one perhaps can enjoy-it.: And 
ſomerimes, in their ſcrambling for.it,qthey 
ſpoil the thing they are ſo eager for, and 
co all miſs of it. But the Evilggot bers 
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Life we are expoſed to; they come of them- 
ſelves; they require our Care and Labour 
to defend our ſelves from them ; and we 
cannot ſo well defend our ſelves, but they 
will often Affict us. When we are ſo 1I1 
beſet, there is no Man can be perfeCtly 
Happy here. This is the wretched State 
which my Friend has left : And can this be 
juſt Matter of immoderate Sorrow. The 
Poet wiſely ſays, 


Some as athing injurious Death ao fly, 
When of all Michiefs *tis the Remedy, 


And again, 


To this, as a Phyſician, all reſort ; 
And we through Tempeſt, Sail into this Port. 
AXichyl.in Plut, 


Death is the ſafe and quiet Harbour 
wherein the Weather-beaten Marriner 

- meets a glad End of all his Toils, and Fears, 
and Dangers. And what wiſe Man can I 
think; that were near the End of his Days, 
would, if the renewal of his Life were of- 
fer'd him, be contented to go through it all 
ain; to bear the Ignorance and Weakneſs 
Infancy, the Fears of Childhood, to be 
expoſed to the Fatal Dangers of raſh Youth, 
tb endure the weighty Cares of Manhood, 
"a F 3 and 
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and the weightier Inbrmities of Old Ag+ 
I believe it may be faid, That hardly any 
Man did eyer live a long Lite ia this World, 
in ſo much Happineſs, as that he would be 
willing to repeat it all again juſt as it was: 
Hardly would any Man endure the Eyvils 
he has paſt over for the fake of the good 
Things he has enjoy'd. Would 1, for in- 
ſtance, endure the Grief and Trouble of 
loſing the Dear Poſſeſſion which I had, for 
the ſake of the Happineſs and Pleaſure 
which 1 took in Polkfling: If fo, then 1 
have no reaſon for Impaticnce, tince the 
Providence of God has herein favoured me 
with more Good than Evil: If 1 would nor, 
I may juſtly diſdain all the Felicity of this 
World, and then I cannet reaſonably 
think my Friend greatly burt in beipg taken 
from it. 

The Pure and Heaven-born Soul, is in 
this Life confin'd to an Earthly Carkaſs, 
which, as the caſe ftands with us now, Is but 
as a Priſon: A Spirit is ſhackled to Fleſh, 
and 2 ſpritely aCtive Being is. clogged with 
a dull Lump of Clay : The Noble Saul it 
ſelf grows forgetful of its Divine, Original 
and Noble Capacities ; ſuffers it ſelf to be 
amuſed and detained by ſenſible things, and 
contracts a Shameful Senſuality and Earth- 
linefs by her converſing with them. Hence 
proceed frequent Erroneous Judgments of 
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things, Perverſe and Fooliſh EleCtions: The 
Purblind Mind purſues Good at a venture, 
knows not to direct her ſelf right, and an 
ill byaſfs diverts her from a right Aim. We 
are apf to prefer Temporal and Senſual 
Goods before Spiritual and Eternal ones, 
Earth before Heaven,and to love the Empty 
Fading Creature, before the Infinite Eter- 
nal Fullneſs of God. Hence do we often 
ignorantly devour pleaſant Poiſons, and 
madly embrace Gawdy but Conſuming 
Flames: We ſeek and catch at things which 
we are blindly inamour*d with, many times, 
to our own Hurt and Confuſion. But when 
the Happy Soul is diſingaged from this Body, 
and no longer importuned and incumbred 
by that, it is no longer liable to theſe Mif- 
chievous Follies: The Eye of the Mind ſees 
clearly, it is enlightned with pure and 
abundant Truth: She ſees her chief Good, 
and fixes her Choice upon Infinite and Per- 
fet Goodneſs: Her Faculties gladly find 
their Liberties regain'd, and that they can 
exert themſelves and act without any Clog 
or Incumbrance : How many Mean and Vex- 


'atious Cares do the Real and Natural Ne- 
'ceflities of our Frail Body here ſubjeCt us to ? 


What Trouble and Toil does it many times 
coſt us to ſupply its Wants, to heal irs 
Diſeaſes, to defend its Rights and Conve- 


\Stences? What a multicude of Diverſions 
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will theſe things neceſſarily give us, from 
the proper. Buſineſs of Life, our Glorifying 
and Serving God, and being uſeful to the 
World ? And to the beſt Pleaſures of Life, 
the Exerciſes of Devotion and Beneficence ? 


Is it not really a Lamentable Thing, that | 


ſo much precious Time muſt be ſpent upon 
this Vile Body, in Lazy Sleep, and the com- 
mon Animal Drydgery of Eating and Drins- 
ing ? If we do not Indulge it with due 
Meals, with ſome Recreations and frequent 
Reſt, it will fail us; it will further hinder 
us in our main Buſineſs by Uneaſie Diſtem- 
pers, Whar a Bleſſed Deliverance, then, 
has the Departed Soul which has ſhaken off 
the Troubleſome Burden of this Mortal 
Fleſh, and can now with an unwearied 
Vigour and Activity, Contemplate and 
Enjoy the chief Fountain of Bliſs, and ſuffers 
no Diverſion from the moſt Delightful En- 
joyment. 

The .many Evils to which - this Mortal 
Life is expoſed, . become yet abundantly 
more. by the Wickedneſs of Mankind : 
Their Wickedneſs makes Mankind Savage, 
inſtead of being Comfortable to one ano- 
ther: And there is no ſort of wild Beaſt 
more Cruel to Men, than are the wilder 
Luſts and Paſſions of wicked Men. It was 
perhaps juſtly ſaid by one of the Ancients, 
There haye been more Men deſtroy'd by 

| Men, 
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Men , than by all other Plagues and Miſ- 
chiefs beſide: 1f a Man has any thing to 
loſe, he can hardly be quiet: One Man's 
Covetouſneſs will invade his Riches ; ano- 
ther- Man's Ambition will incroach upon 
| his Prerogative or Liberty; another Man's 
ungovern'd Love of Pleaſure, will endea- 
your to deprive him of his Pleaſant Enjoy- 
ments. In what Condition of Life ſoever 
a Man 1s placed, he can enjoy no conſtant 
Reſt or Safety in this wicked World: 
Thoſe that are exalted in Dignity and 
Honour, that flouriſh in Proſperity , are 
continually maligned and undermin'd by 
the - Malice and Envy of meaner People : 
And thoſe that are Mean, are-often Perſe- 
cuted and Trampled on by the Oppreſſion 
and Contempt of them who are High and 
Mighty : And all the Degrees between both, 
are ſubjeCt-to both theſe ſorts of Miſchiefs ; 
thoſe below will Envy, and thoſe above De- 
ſpiſe and Oppreſs them. The Goodneſs of 
things here is ſo narrow and limited, that 
the more one Man has of them, the leſs 
another muſt poſſeſs: They are not like 
the Infinite Good of which the greateſt 
Multitudes may. ſhare, and all be com- 
pleatly Happy, and all fatisfied. And, be- 
lides this, the Luſts of Men make their De- 
lires ſo Exorbitant, that they crave and covet 
in*all -Matters more than ſimple Nature 
nceds 
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needs ox requires : Nature is contented with 
8 little, bur Luſt and Vice are not fatisfied 
with a great deal. From theſe things pro- 
ceed Strifes and Contentions, Frauds and 
Rapines, Cruelties and Treacheries : From 
theſe the Tyranny of Rulers and the Re- 
bellions of Subje&ts proceed : From theſe 
come Bloody Wars, and all the large Train 
of Calamities which they draw after them: 
Wars that Deſpiſe the Puny Miſchiefs of 
Private Ruins, and Demoliſh Mighty Cities, 
make Hayock of whole Provinces, and bring 
Flouriſhing Kingdoms to Miſery and Deſo- 
lation, O Miſerable World ! Oh the Mad- 
neſs of Mankind ! With what Reaſon can 1 
greatly Lament that my Dear Friend is 
removed from ſuch a World as this? Envy 
will not purfue her beyond the Grave : 
There is no Temptation to ir, when Death 
has itript her of the Honours, or Wealth, 
or Pleaſant things ſhe enjoy*'d. Malice in 
wicked Men againſt her will now die too: 
And they who were Enemies, will perhaps let 
themſelves ſpeak ſomething well of her: As 
the Poet lang 2go obſerved. 


Againſt the Vertuous Man we all make Head, 
And Hate him while Alive, but Praiſe him Dead. 


Mimnerm, in Euſeb, Nier. de Arr. Volunr. 
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- But if their Malice ſhould be ill COnti- 
qved ic can do her no harm; ſhe is ad- 
xanced far above the ſhort reach of it : 
Of the Condition which ſhe is now in is 
that ſaid, There the Wickgd ceaſe from Trow- 
bing, and there the Weary are at Reſt : There 
the Priſoners reſt together They hear nat the 
Foice of the Oppreſſor ;, and the Servant is free 
from bis Maſter, ( Job 3. 17,i8,19.) 

If my loved Friend was in a Proſperous 
Condition when Death called her away, 
| cannot be certain that ſhe woald always 
have retained it in this Wicked and Diſor- 
ferly and Mutable World : The moſt eſta- 

iſhed Condition in this Life is liable to 
Change : Every thing that conſtitytes an 
Earthly Proſperity is ſebject to Alteration : 
That my Friends Health and Vigour coyld 
alter, this fatal Sickneſs has proved. Riches 
make themſelves Wings and fly away as ag 
Eagle towards Heaven ; irrecoverably they 
go and out of fight: And if theſe be gone 
which procure us the Pleaſures of this 
World, or Health be decay'd, which muſt 
give us the Reliſh of them, chen is the Plea- 
{are of Life loſt and gone too: And if ir 
had been her Fortune to have out-lived her 
Wealth, and become Poor, ſhe would have 
found her pretended Friends forſake her 
too: The Poor is bated by his Neighbogr, but 
the Rich bave many Friends, ſays the Wiſe 
| Man 
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Man (Prov. 14. 7.) Had ſhe been never 
ſo Great, if ſhe had been a Mighty and 
Glorious Queen, there is no certainty even 
in the moſt exalted Dignity and Honour, 
How eaſie a Revolution does it often prove, 
and in how little time come to paſs, that 
the things which are uppermoſt are thrown 
down, and thoſe below are exalred : That 
Servants are ſet on Horſe-back, and Princes 
embrace Dunghills ! Thet he who poſſeſſed 
a Kingdom, comes to beg a Habitation ; 
and he who ſate on a Throne, dies on a 
Scaffold. A moſt remarkable Inſtance of 
the Mutability of Humane Aﬀairs , even 
when arriv'd at.the higheſt Pitch of Great- 
neſs, the Roman Hiſtory affords vs in the 
Perſon and Fortunes of Pompey, Sirnamed 
the Great; of whom the Eloquent Cicero, 
himſelf too a great Inſtance of the Variety 
and Inſtability of Fortune, thus ſpeaks , 
with deep Reſentment. of his Misfortunes, 
* Had this Great Man (ſays he) but died 
« in Good time, no Evil kad invaded him : 
£© But by living to an Old Age, he became 
< an Example of ſingular and unuſual Ca- 
* lamity; whoſe Adverſe Fortune was by 
« ſo much the more Bitter, by how much 
© the more his Proſperity had been Great 
< and Glorious throngh his whole Life 
& before. For who (fays he) was ever 
£* more Dear to the Romans than this fon 
ome 
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« ſome time was > Who ever flouriſh'd in 
« greater Riches? Had more conſiderable 
& Retations, Allies, and Friends than he ? 
& Who was ever more Famous in the Gown 
*& by great Deeds done, and by Honours 
* conferred upon him out of Courſe ? He 
® enjoy'd whatever was neceſſary for his 
%* Uſe and Delight. But undertook a War 
* 2gainſt his Sou-in-Law, forſook his Houſe, 
* and fled from Jraly: And having loſt his 
* Army, his Camp being taken, and he 
« fled for his Life, this great Man fell and 
* died by the hands of Servants. Thus far he. 
Oh wretched Condition of Humane Life ! 
For what is this ſo deſirable, which cannot 
aſure us the ſteady Poſſeſſion of any one of 
the good things which we enjoy ! Muſt we 
not reckon it a Happineſs to be delivered 
from this Miſerable Uncertainty ? And from 
the Anxieties, Fears and Labours which it 
condemns us to? This is the Happineſs my 
Dear Friend has attained : She died in 


happy Circumſtances, and is delivered from 


all Fear 'and Danger of ſeeing ſuch as are 
Vexatious and Miſerable. Had it pleaſed 
God to call me away before her, I could 
not have left her without ſome Solicitude 
and Concern for her Safety in this Malicious 
and Uncertain World : Now ſhe is out of 
all Danger, and I am delivered from that 
Care. This Argument for our Conſolation 
2 in 
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in ſach a Caſe the Philoſ6pher ſays, Every 
vulgar Poet conld preſcribe. And hequotes 
one, ſpeaking thas to another upon ſach an 
Occaſion as this. 


Tf this with Certainty thou conldft have konivy, 
That Fortune always would have Kindneſs ſhown, 
Thut nothing elſe but go0d would him befall, 
His Death thou mighteft then untmmely call. 
But if C alamitics were 1mminent, 

And Death the fatal Miſchief did prevent x 
To give to things the Charatter thats due, 
Death was the greater Kindneſs of the two. 
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In this Life, it is a matter of ſome Diff 
culty, even to the greateſt Saint, to do al- 
ways what is Brave and Good, or to refrain 
ſometimes from doing what is mean and 
wicked. He that will ſteadily follow a wiſe 
and regular courſe of Life, muſt undergo 
the troubleſome Task of frequently deny- 
ing himſelf : He muſt croſs many imports- 
nate Inclinations z and it will coſt him 4 
great deal of pains to mortifie thefe, that 
he may be able upon occaſion to over-ruk 
them. In this Life, every Man that will 
maintain his Innocence, muſt Confli& with 
2 multitude of Temptations : Someof theſe 
will mecet him every where; in all Cir- 
curaſtatices and Conditions of Life g in eve- 
ry bufineſs; and a nutterons mighty Hoſt 


oo wrong owg ug = oo oa 0 mama wu <= oo —2 


Conſolations to a Friend. 95 


of Dangers theſe are. They require the 
Chriſtian Champion's moſt induſtrious 
at | Watchfulneſs, importunate Prayers to Hea- 
ren for Aid, and unwearied Reſiſtance. And 

{| between the violent Aſfaults of Temptation 
M, | from without, and the deceitful Treachery 
m, fof Corruption within, O how hard a mat- 
ter is it for us to maintain an unſullied In- 
tocence ! But if a Man yields to theſe ſe- 
ducing Enemies, he is led Captive by fool. 

iſh and hurtful Paſſions and Vices, into Er- 
rors and Follies and Sins innumerable. He 
brings upon himſelf it may be, many out- 

_ [ward inconveniencies, the fruits of his 
iz | Wickedneſs ; ſich as Reproach, Diſgrace, 
I Poverty , Sickneſs, or Ctvil_Puniſhment : 
In 0 He is nnavoidably expoſed to the torments 
d I of a guilty Mind ; and his own Conſcience 
© 0 will often ſeverely rebuke and puniſh him 
0 | for his Crimes. Beſides, he becomes ob- 
* Fnoxions to the Wrath of Almighty God, 
+ IJ and muſt be liable to the Dread and Ter- 
fours of Everlaſting Puniſhment. Oh how 
appy a thing is it, then, to be forever 
out of the reach of Temptation ! to be 
deliver'd from the folicitations of Corrup- 
tion, and fb to be out of the danger of Sin g 
to be free from the Cares and Labonrs of 
keeping our ſelves free from that; and to 
be no more expoſed to the miſerable Con- 
ſequences which unavoidably will attend 
our 
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our doing Evil ! And this is the happy Cons 

dition now of my departed Pious Friend, 
Theſe are the great Diſparagements of 
this preſent wretched Life; and I might 
juſtly be even glad to think, that ſhe whom 
I loved is delivered from them all. She is 
gone from the tempeſtuous Sea of this 
World, and landed at the Port of Safety 
and Reſt : She now looks back with Joy and 
Satisfaftion upon the ſtormy Evil World 
which ſhe is eſcaped from : And if ſhe thinks 
of me, it is with Compaſſion and Pity tor 
that lam ftil] here expoſed to all theſe Vex- 
ations and Miſchiefs : She is ſtill ſo kind as 
to wiſh that I were in the ſame Safety and 
Tranquility with ber ; I muſt not then be 
ſo unkind to her, as to wiſh that ſhe were 
here ſti} amidſt the Dangers and Troubles 
of this World, My departed Friend is in 
a ſtare of perfect Reſt : The Tranquility 
and Repoſe of her Condition ought to re- 
ſtrain me from caſting away the Tranqui- 
lity of -my Mind, by immoderate Paſſion 
for, her Departure : And it is not fit that I 
ſhould be troubled overmuch for that which 
{ers her ont of the reach of all trouble. Les 
me conlider her comfortable Deliverance 
then, and ſo Comfort my ſelf in her De- 
parture, if indeed I do ſtill Love her. The 
Holy Scripture propoſes this Conſideration 

to allay our Sorrow. And ſays, ' 
Bleſt 
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Bleſt are the Dead who in the Lord depart, 
From henceforth Bleſſed write them down ; 

© Fear of the Pains and Labours known, 

* They never more ſhall feel the irksome ſmart. 


+ "The Spiris ſays, they are tojoyful Reſt, 
| _ * 15"wmd earthly _ remov'd ; 

A pure Forks, by God apprev'd, 
_ | Follow them cloſe, and are in BU ſet 


Laſtly ; To moderate 
. Conſider the happy our Grief for the Death 
on Ke 3 yo of thoſe that are Dear 
heir Dearh. to us, we may conlider, 
the happy bliſsful State 
to which the Souls of all good and virtuous 
Perſons are advanced, when they quit their 
Mortal Bodies, and this miſerable Life. 
Say then to your ſelf theſe comfortable 
things : 


"My deceaſed Friend is only departed 
from me for a while, ſhe is not loſt, not 
annihilated, From that Moment in which 
a Man is conceiv'd, and fo forwardthrough 
| Eternity, he ſhall never ceake to be. Her 
y is laid inthe Duſt, toreſt in the quiet 
rave, and is there watcht by the careful 
Fre of divincOQmniſcience:And whereſoever 
any Parts of that may happen in Ages to 
to be ſcatter'd, the Divine Power 

Tal ceriaialy collet them all 4gaio, and 
bi: I G ihe 


g8 _Confolationsto « Friend. 
ſhe ſhall be perfe&ly reſtor*'d to Being and 
Happineſs. 

But the mean while her better Part, the 
noble Soul, is return'd to God that gaveit : 
And ſince ſo much of her ftill lives, I may 
ſay, ſhe is gone to her Celeſtial Kindred. 
Upon her Departure from the Body, T may 
believe ſhe immediately found her felf, like 
the Soul of good Lazarms, attended by 
kind and glorious Angels : And they, I muſt 
needs think, are not ſilent at their meet- 
ing her. They congratulate her Delivery 
from this World, applaud her Patience in 
ſoffering the Evils of it, her Diligence in 
doing good, her bold Conflicts againſt the 
Aſſaults of many Temptations, and her 
Perſeverance to the End of her Life. I ma 
ſuppoſe them giving her Comfort and Al 
furance, and chaſing away all thoſe Fears 
which might be apt toinvade her upon her 
Entrance on an unknown and untried State. 
They ſufficiently convince her without 
Doubt, that ſhe is amongſt her Friends, 
and bring her, 'tis likely, a very kind 
Meſlage and Invitation from- Jeſus, the 
Lover of Souls, and King of Heaven. They 
tell her of a Bliſsfv], Glorious Place ſhe 
ſhall be carried to, that they will bring her 
to the Celeſtial Paradice z where the Pro- 
Phets and Apoſtles, Martyrs and Confeſſors 
are : All the greateſt Fayourites of — 
an 


L_qEcC__C_C_ST CY 


[ 
' 
] 
- 
| 
0 
[ 
$ 
, 
] & 


Conſolations to 4 Friend. 99 

and all the departed Sopls of Pious Men 
dwell in perpetual Eaſe and Felicity, They 
let her know ſhe ſhall ſee the loving Je- 
ſus in all his Glory, ſhe ſhall dwell with him 
for ever, and ſhall partake of his Glory 
and Happineſs. 

Inflam'd with theſe joyful Reports, and 
now ſufficiently encouraged, ſhe is in haſte 
to be gone, and to ſee what they tell her of. 
And ſhe is conveyed to. Paradiſe, with a 
Motion fo ſwift as nothing in Nature can 
equal it ; quick enough ſhe goes to ſatisfie 
even her own eager Defire : This Day, 
ſaid the kind Jeſus to a dying Penitent, 
thou ſhalt be with me in Paradice z; when 
the Day wasalready far ſpent, and drawing 
towards a Concluſion : Soon then ſhe ar- 
rives in that bleſſed Paradiſe, and is there 
graciouſly receiv'd by the loving Jeſus, . and 
all the happy Company of Saints rejoyce 
at her coming : And what it is which ſhe 
there ſees, what ſhe hears, and what ſhe 
feels, ſhe her ſelf covld not tell us if ſhe 
ſhould return again; and if ſhe could te}, 
we could not, with all her telling, con- 
&ive it, The excellent St. Paul, who had 
the Favour to be rapt up thither, declared, 
that what he was there made ſenſible of, 
was unutterable things, ſuch as were 1m- 
ppſlible to be ſpoken. 
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If I could look into the Celeſtial Temple, 
I might ſee her there, in Tranſports of Joy, 
firrounded with a Glorions Ring of Re- 
joycing Spirits, all engaged in the thank- 
ful Praifes of him whom they love, and 
him who loves them for ever. Loye and 
Sympathy with the Heavenly Quires, if in- 
deed 1 am a free Denizon of the Jeruſalem 
above, ſhould make me rejoyce at ſuch a 
Thovght, with them that do rejoyce there, 
How unſuitable is 1t that I fhould immode- 
rately grieve for the Death of her whom 1 
lov'd, when fhe is gone to inhabit a Joy 
unſpeakable and glorious : While I am 
mourning for her Death , ſhe is giving 
Thanks for it; ſhe is overjoy*d to think 
that itts over with her, and ſhe has figiſh'd 
that her laft and worſt Conflift with the 
Enemy of her Salvation, How happy ſoe- 
ver her Condition was on Earth, it is mach 
happter now, and in perfect Reſt and Secu- 
rity ſhe enjoys her Happineſs, The Place 
and Condition ſhe is in, are repreſented in 
the Divine Writings , by all that is great, 
pleaſant, and glorious in this World ; but 
we are alſo told there, that all theſe Re- 
preſentations fall ſhort of it. I cannot 
know then, how happy ſhe is, till I go to 
ſee ; and that muſt be now the Care that 
engages me. With all my Sorrow, with 
all my vain Withes, I cannot — 
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again from thence, and I ſhould do her the 

eſt Diskindaeſs if I could : I muſt then, 
it I am truly ſorry to have parted with 
her, - be earneſtly concern'd to meet her 
again, as ſoon as it ſhall pleaſe God to give . 
me leave to go hence too. If I ſteadily 
perſevere in the Paths of Piety and Virtue 
which ſhe kept, I ſhall not fail to come to 
the ſame happy End. 

That I may do fo, I doreſolve, and will 
endeayour to be diligent in the Duties 
which the Great Sovereign of the World 
now gives me todo ; I will ſet my ſelf, to 
bear, with due Patience, the Afflictions 
that ſhall exerciſe me - 1 will earneſtly con- 
cern my ſelf to ſerve and promote the Glo- 
ry of God among Men, and to do all the 
good Offices to the World that I can: And 
I will, as often as I think of this lov'd Per- 
fon who is gone before, excite my ſelf to 
theſe things, in Conſideration that this 
Courſe will bring me to dwell with her 
again. Thus I may make ſome Advantage 
of my Loſs, and derive fome Benefit from 
my Affliction. 

And if I make ſuch Reſolutions as theſe, 
and perform them 3 then I may promiſe my 
ſIf, in a lirtle time, to ſee her, who is 
ow gone from me, again. 1 ſhall meet 
her where the Spirits of Juſt Men are made 


fe&t : Where all irtegular Paflions are 
| E o perfettly 


102 (onſolatians. tos Friend. 


perfeftly removed ; where, we ſhall never 
inthe leaſt miſunderſtand, 'never conceiye 
the leaſt diſpleaſure againſt one another. 
Where'we ſhall love again too, and that 
with an AﬀeCtion more/pure and more ar- 
dent than before. Where both of us ſhall 
be more happy than ever we could be here; 
We ſhall have no Griefs to communicate, 
no Complaints to make to one another : No 
Burdens or Cares to divide between us, no- 
thing to allay our Happineſs, or damp our 
raviſhing Joy : Where we both ſhall always 
pleaſe God, always enjoy the Expreſſions of 
his Favour z and mutually rejoyce with a 
redoubled Joy ; each of ns for our own 
Happineſs, and for the Happineſs of each 
other. We ſhall meet and dwell together ; 
no Diſtance of Place ſhall part us there, or 
hinder our delightfnl Communion with ane 
another : We ſhall be of one Family, in one 
ſacred Temple, and in one rejoycing Quire; 
joyning to pay eternal Adorations ,'- and 
thankful Praiſes to the Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghoſt, We ſhall never be parted 
again, through the whole Duration of Eter- 
nity. | 

Within a little while this jhappy meet- 
ing may be : It cannot be far off, ſince it 
will come at the End of this ſhort Life, 
This then ſhall often entertain my 
Thoughts, and be my greateſt _ a 
+4 Sp | © 


Confſolations to « Friend. 103 


ſtead of her that is gone from me : That af- 
ter the Labours and Patience of a few 

more, a long Night of Reſt to my wearied 
Body ſhall come : And my freed Soul ſhall 
fly away from this low, wretched, mortal 
World, to the Regions of Happineſs and 
Glory : And there enjoy Jeſus the King of 
Loyes, this loving Soul now gone before 
me, and an innumerable Multitude of hap- 
Py, glorious, and immortal Lovers and 
Friends, Amen, a eb 
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The Departing Soul. 
Eath does hn Effarts on the Body ſpend ; 
There they rude Havock make, but there they End. 
No Harm from all the Deathleſs Sou! receives, 
But 5n ſound Health ſhe her craz'd Dwelling leaves ; 


When with Aſpirin? Wings of Heavenly Love, 
Thus freed, ſhe Soars to the bright Regions above. 


Kind Angels, her Celeſtial Kindred, come 

To Guide, and to Accompany her Home. 

With whos, talk they ſooth their tired Gueſt, 
And promiſe her henceforth a Bliſsful Reſt : 

They tell her ſhe ſhall now repeat no more, 

The Griefs, nor Toils, ſo often born before. 

Her Tears ſhall Comfort her, and turn to Gems, 
And all her Wrongs repent to Diadems. 

They bid ber Earths poor Foys ſhe leaves behind 
Contemn ; as now for Heavns rich Bliſs defign'd. 


They Praiſe the Glories of the Land of Light, 
To which ſhe ſhall advance with haſty Flight. 
here Foys unmix'd, and Pleaſures that abide, 
And Pureſt Love, and Calmeſt Peace Refide. 


Toere Confeſſors their Foyful Hopes poſſeſs ; 
And Martyrs Triumph in exalted Bliſs. 
Theſe the Vile Reffuſe of the World were deem'd, 
But with wiſe Heav'n moſt highly are eſteem'd. 
| b Gloomy Suff rings, and with Weeping Eyes; 
They found th: narrow Way to Pargdife, | 
| Their 
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Their Sacred er's Laws they did revere, 

And ſuch 4 Guide to follow would not fear. . 

va prope, Croſs with Patience they ſuſtain'd ; 

And thus at legs hy Crown and Glory gain'd. 

The Prophets there with. Eni'nent Glory ſhine, 

And brave Apoſtles, who with Zeal Divine 

Inſpir'd, the Righteous of Wiſdom taught, 

And many, many Souls to Bliſs hove Frongbe: 

With Foy they ſee their Labours good Succeſs ; 

And, with their own, enjoy their Convert"s Happineſs, 
Theſe multiply the Glories of their Crown, . . 
And fill the ſpacious Heavens with their Renown. 


Of ev'ry Age and Nation ſome there be, 
And ev'ry Tongue, who there in one agree, 
. A Numerous, ul, Glorious Company. 


' There Pious Souls, whem Love had joyn'd below, 
Meet, and in Bliſs are joyu'd for ever now. 

In happy Partmerſhip of Fozs they live, 

And never for each other more ſhall Grieve. 
There nd Mifortame, no Miſtake ſha!! prove 
Injurious to their Mntual Foy or Love. 

No Cruel Abſcence more ſhall them divide, 

But in each other Bleſs d they 4s Eternally abide ; 
In one another more than ever Bleſs d, | 

As now in Merit, and in Love increas'd. 


Angels that view the Radiant Face of Love, 

And thence their Glary nd their Love improve. 

With their bright Preſence often will increaſe 

The Glory there, and with rheir Lowe the Bliſs. 
Theſe,skzlful in the pleaſant Art of Praife, © 

Teach the glad Saints with more Delight their Songs ta 
þ (r 43/+ &e 


"But, more to ber Delight, they largely ji 
be Loves and Glories of the Heav'nly King ! 


Feſus, 
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Teſus, the Prince of Loves, they Celebrate, 
And tell her of her Friend's Exalted State ! 
How he aloft enthron'd at God's right Hand, 

Hes all that is in Heaven at hy Command ! 
They ſtrive to tell bow kindly he receives 

Pure Souls, and what hu wondrous Bounty gives ! 
Of bleſs'd Abodes they ſing, and laſting Day, 
Adorn'd with thi Bright Sun's Eternal Ray ! 
Of Glorious Crowns befis w'd, and Robes of Light, 
And Favours Numberleſs,that yield unſpeakable Delight: 


He her Arripal wakes; they ſay, to prove 
To her the Bounties of his Royal Love. 


With theſe Reports they Charm her Doubtful Fears, 
And ſhe bs Glory learns, and Love, by theirs, 
Ardent to ſee, ſhe'll now no longer ſtay, 

But her Conduttor's Truſts and Wings away 

To Heaven advancing, and ſo ſwift they fly, 

As with her fierce Deſire does now comply. 

Where come, ſhe finds the Bliſsful Glory more, 
Than, even, experienc'd Angels told before. 


Round her amaz'd, ſhe caſts her greedy Eye, 
And Beauty meets in all and Harmony : 
Delightful Wonders ev'ry where beholds, 
And Pleaſure feels which never can be told. 4 


Drighs Souls in numerous Throngs approach to ſee, 
And welcome her to their bleſs d Company. 
IWhoſe coming adds freſh matter to their Foy, | 
And does a whole Choires thankful Songs employ. 

And Glorious Seraphim Congratulate © 
Her ſafe Arrival to thu Happy State. 

Grateful to all, ſhe her Advancement ſees, 
Which adds to her dwn Foy with vaſt increaſe. 
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While to Heav' ns King ſhe low Obeiſance makes, P 
And from him a bright Crown'of Glory takes. 
Bleſs'd Partner of my Toke and Croſs ( ſays he) 
Thou Partner. of thy Maſter's Foy ſhalt be. 
On Earth with Pious Cares, and Labours pref, 
Enjoy thou, here, an _— 
No Ong ſhall thy H - 
Nor Trouble mt X 
With us thou ale bids for - T9. 
Ever poſſeſs d of all that we beſtow. 

— thy Body, let no Anxious Fear 

quiet thee, for that f wy be our Care ; 

7 Harms reach it does ſecurely ſleep, 
And we will every precious Attom keep : 
Till by our Pow'r wr avek'd ; it ſhall revive, 
With us in Immortality to lave. 
And from the homely Duſt advanc'd, ſhall ſhine 
With Beauties and Perfetions all Dwoine, 


Thus, in kind Language he by Love doth dreſs ; 
And Infinitely more in Looks expreſs, 


Tranſported then, — 37 ”-"4 urous Straing, 
Her Fog Celeſti EE —_ Þ Praie 

can, with ſinging Choires to reyes $35; 

A in Eternal Extaſie of Foy remains. | 


Be pleaſed, Sir, to accept this ſmall Teſti. 
mony of my AffeCtions and Reſpe&ts; and 
permit me to ſubſcribe, 


S. 1- KR, 
London, Your: AﬀeCtionate 
Feb. 13- 1694. and Humble Servant 


T. D. 
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